
ACE 2023 Professional Development Course Instructor Bios 

 

Course: AIR-299: AERMOD Air Dispersion Modeling 

Michael Hammer, CCM, Senior Meteorologist 

Mr. Michael Hammer, CCM serves as Senior Product Specialist for Lakes Environmental 
Software’s global operations. He has over 17 years of experience in the field of air quality 
modeling and manages all aspects of software technical support for Lakes Environmental’s wide 
range of commercial air quality modeling software products. He plays a key role in advancing 
commercial software products and meteorological data solutions using automation and design 
of innovative functionality. Mr. Hammer provides consulting expertise on many meteorological 
topics including data validation, review of modeling studies, and meteorological data processing 
using advanced models such as MM5 and WRF. He is experienced in preparing meteorological 
and geophysical data for use with numerous air quality models including AERMOD, ADMS, 
CALPUFF, and SCIPUFF/SCICHEM. 

 

Course: AIR-262: Puff Dispersion Modeling Course with CALPUFF and SCICHEM 

Jesse Thé, Ph.D., P.Eng., President/CEO, Lakes Environmental Software 
 
Prof. Jesse Van Griensven Thé, PhD., P.Eng., is the President of Lakes Environmental Software. 
He has over 27 years of experience in Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) and environmental 
simulations. Dr. Thé is the main author of AERMOD View, CALPUFF View, SCIPUFF View, IRAP 
View, and Emissions View, among others. He consults for regulatory agencies in Canada, the 
USA, and abroad on topics related to complex air modeling projects. He is a Professor at the 
University of Waterloo, and has authored commercial software, co-authored technical 
environmental books, is an Executive Editor of the Elsevier Journal of ENERGY, and the Editor-
in-Chief of ENN.Com (the largest environmental news network site on the internet). Dr. Van 
Griensven Thé is a great public speaker, who has received outstanding reviews from those 
attending his courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course: AIR-250: Why Doesn’t My Pollution Control Meet My Needs? — Basic Theory and 
Design of PM, NOx, and SO2 Emission Controls 

Thomas W. Easterly, P.E. 

Thomas W (Tom) Easterly currently teaches Air Pollution Control Design and environmental 
portions of the Fundamentals of Engineering Exam review course as an adjunct instructor at the 
University of Central Florida. Tom has 40 years of environmental engineering experience as 
both a regulator and a representative of regulated facilities. Tom retired in 2015 as 
Commissioner of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), he was first 
appointed in 2005. He was president of his own environmental consulting firm from 2002 to the 
end of 2004. He was the Manager of Environmental Planning and Improvement for NiSource 
(an Electric and Gas Utility) from 2000 to 2002, was Superintendent of Environmental Services 
for Bethlehem Steel Corporation's Burns Harbor Facility from 1994 to 2000. He joined 
Bethlehem in 1987 as Senior Environmental Engineer. Tom worked as an environmental 
engineer for the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) from 
1976 to 1987. He earned a BS in Electrical Engineering and MS in Urban Environmental Studies, 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY. He is a Licensed Professional Engineer in FL, IL, 
IN, NY, PA—Currently Registered in FL, and IN. Before he retired, he was a QEP and a BCEE. 

 

Course: EMGM-230: Environmental Risk Communication                                                                                                 

Susan Zummo Forney, Founder, EHS Communication Partners, Inc. 

Susan Forney provides expert communications counsel, quality training programs and 
professional communication products to clients dealing with environmental, health and safety 
concerns. She has more than 30 years of experience in environmental consulting, with an 
emphasis in communications and compliance. Her approach provides a unique blend of 
technical knowledge and principled communication strategies that position clients for success 
in stakeholder communications and engagement. 

Ms. Zummo Forney has provided risk communication and community relations support for 
industries such as electric utilities, chemical manufacturers, and waste management 
companies, as well as for programs under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
Department of Defense. She has conducted numerous communications presentations and 
training workshops for industry trade groups, professional organizations, and regulatory 
agencies. She is principal author of Environmental Risk Communication: Principles and Practices 
for Industry (CRC Press/Taylor & Francis Group, 2021), and has been published in the Journal of 
Environmental Health and EM Magazine. 

She holds an M.S. in Environmental Science and Management from Duquesne University and a 
B.S. in Science with a Certificate of Minor in Science, Technology and Society from Penn State 
University. 


