
Annual Meeting of the  
JA&WMA Editorial Review Board (ERB) 

June 9, 2021 
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. ET 

AGENDA 

11:30 Welcome/Introductions P. Doraiswamy

11:35 Review of Agenda  
Review and Approval of March 3, 2021 Call Minutes    #1 

P. Doraiswamy, All

11:40 Vote to approve returning ERB members: 
o Judith Chow
o R.K.M. Jayanty
o Ashok Kumar

All terms are for three years (2021 - 2024) unless otherwise noted. 

P. Doraiswamy, All

11:45 Annual Report from the Publisher Eilise Norris (T&F) 

11:55 Annual Report from the Editor-in-Chief S.T. Rao 

12:05 Vote to approve the preferred data sharing policy    #2 P. Doraiswamy, All

12:10 Page charge scholarship update P. Doraiswamy

12:25 Discussion of goals for ERB for the next 2 years and 
implementation strategy: 

o Moving from a passive ERB to an “active” ERB
o Brainstorming special issues

P. Doraiswamy, All

12:45 EIC search process update/plans/timeline 
o Planning resources for multi-editor model

Christian Hogrefe, 
P. Doraiswamy

1:00 SDG editorial update P. Doraiswamy

1:10 Waste sector membership drive P. Doraiswamy, All

1:20 New Business P. Doraiswamy, All

1:30 Adjourn P. Doraiswamy
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Meeting/Conference Call of the  
JA&WMA Editorial Review Board:

March 3, 2021 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Eastern 

#1
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Meeting/Conference Call of the  
JA&WMA Editorial Review Board:

March 03, 2021 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Eastern 

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA  
Chair Doraiswamy called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm Eastern with the following participants: 

Committee Members Present: 
Prakash Doraiswamy, Chair 
Bret Schichtel, Vice Chair 
Marina Astitha, Member 
Heather Simon, Member 
Wanmin Gong, Member 
R.K.M. Jayanty, Member 
Howard Feldman, Member 
Judith Chow, Member 
John Kinsman, Member 
Ashok Kumar, Member 
Shannon Carps, Member 
David Ramirez, Member 

Guests Present: 
S.T. Rao, JA&WMA Technical Editor-in-Chief 

A&WMA Headquarters Staff Present: 
Lisa Bucher, Managing Editor 

The following items were discussed. Action items are italicized and motions are bolded. 

ITEM 1: Approval of Agenda 

Dr. Doraiswamy called for a motion to approve the agenda.  The motion was seconded and approved. 

Dr. Doraiswamy called for a motion to approve the minutes from the November 16, 2020 meeting. The 
motion was seconded and approved. 

ITEM 2: JA&WMA editorial retreat debrief follow-up 

Dr. Doraiswamy reviewed the highlights from the journal’s editorial retreat and some of the discussion 
from the last meeting, primarily on how to promote the Journal.  It was noted again that JA&WMA gives 
50 free downloads to each author who have the flexibility to share with anyone.  Also, the promotion 
around the upcoming virtual wildfire conference series in April and May has had a good response. For 
increasing promotion of the Journal, Taylor & Francis (T&F) suggested publishing an editorial on the 
United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  This editorial would be forward-looking and 
focus on what the ERB thinks is relevant in terms of topics of interest that intersect with the SDGs and 
where the ERB sees the focus to be.  T&F will send some examples of such editorials.  T&F also noted that 
the Journal should consider specifying data sharing policies.  More details about the SDG editorial and the 
data sharing policies are presented in ITEM 3 below. 

ITEM 3: Action Items Suggested by Taylor & Francis (T&F) 
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T&F made two suggestions to the ERB.  First, to help promote the Journal the ERB should consider writing 
an editorial on the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Second, to add a data 
availability policy to journal articles.  
 

Editorial on United Nation SDGs 
 
Dr. Doraiswamy noted that an editorial on SDGs would help to increase the visibility of JA&WMA and 
that the editorial should be authored by the ERB and be a collaborative project between all ERB members.  
It is desirable to have the editorial in the June issue of JA&WMA to coincide with the annual conference 
and critical review. This requires having a completed editorial by mid-April.   
 
Dr. Simon noted that federal agencies would most likely need time for internal review even if the by line is 
ERB. Mr. Kinsman noted that if the A&WMA Board of Directors thinks of the editorial as an A&WMA 
policy statement then they might need to review it as well.  Dr. Schichtel asked if the June timeline is 
flexible.  Ms. Bucher indicated that there is no hard deadline associated with the editorial and the idea was 
to time it so as to increase the visibility. 
 
T&F provided two example editorials from other journals on how articles in those journals contribute to the 
SDGs.  Dr. Doraiswamy put together a draft outline for an editorial.  As part of this he identified the SDGs 
that JA&WMA addresses.  Of the 17 United Nation SDGs he thought the journal directly addresses three: 
 

• SDG 11 - Sustainable cities and communities: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable 

• SDG 12 - Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
• SDG 13 - Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

Six of the other goals (SDG 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, and 10) may also be relevant to JA&WMA.   
 
The draft outline introduction suggested potentially starting with a statement on the AQ /environmental 
impact on early mortality.  Mr. Feldman said that care is needed in discussing how air quality impacts 
health and mortality, since not everyone agrees with the current findings in the literature. 
 
The draft outline suggested that the editorial end with a “futuristic vision for the journal – tie it back to our 
history and where we want to go”.  Mr. Kinsman suggest that the summary should not be a futuristic vision, 
but instead be consistent with the current vision in the updated ERB charter. Dr. Schichtel suggested 
removing the word “futuristic” from the editorial to address this point. 
 
Dr. Simon suggested that the editorial highlight some of the influential JA&WMA articles and how they 
contribute to the sustainability goals.  Such a review may require a longer editorial than the standard one or 
two pages.  Ms. Bucher will check on page limits associated with the editorial.  
 
Dr. Simon sent out a list of highly cited JA&WMA articles, ten of which have more than 500 citations and 
could be considered for inclusion in the editorial.   
Dr. Rao suggested that we look at the critical review papers and identify the level of impact those have had.  
Dr. Doraiswamy suggested that we look at journal articles that have won the Stern Award. 
 
Dr. Doraiswamy needs volunteers to help write the editorial and asked all ERB members to send him an 
email on topics in the outline that they would like to contribute to.  
 

Data availability policy 
 
T&F noted that other journals have data availability policies and suggest that JA&WMA develop its own 
policy.  T&F gave two examples: 
 

I. The Basic Data Sharing Policy, which is about encouragement rather than requirement: 
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/basic/  
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II. The Share Upon Reasonable Request Policy, which requires authors to respond to data 
sharing requests and to provide a data availability statement with their submission: 
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/share-upon-
reasonable-request/  

Ms. Bucher noted that a number of journals have already adopted similar policies and doing so would keep 
JA&WMA on par with the community.    
 
There was general support among call participants for adding a data availability policy to JA&WMA.  Dr. 
Schichtel suggested that people be given time to consider the benefits and drawbacks of the two.  Dr. 
Doraiswamy agreed and set the vote for the next ERB meeting. Dr. Doraiswamy asked that the ERB review 
the data sharing policies before the next ERB meeting and weigh the pros and cons of the two levels of the 
data sharing policy. 
 
ITEM 4: Status of Page Charge Scholarship Funds 
 
The China Section of the A&WMA provided a $50K grant to JA&WMA to be used for a page charge 
scholarship fund. The Section promised another $50K if the JA&WMA impact factor increased to 2 and 
$50K more if the journal dropped all page charges.  The journal recently achieved an impact factor of 2. 
Ms. Bucher has contacted the China Section about the additional $50K grant but has not received a 
response.  Dr. Chow noted that the additional $50K was a promise from about 10 years ago and the funds 
may no longer be available. Dr. Chow will try to contact the Dr. Junji Cao to discuss the additional grant. 
Dr. Doraiswamy asked Ms. Bucher if it was a contractual obligation.  Ms. Bucher said that it was a signed 
Memorandum of Understanding signed in good faith and there is no legal avenue to recoup the additional 
funds.  
 
The original $50k grant has nearly been exhausted.  JA&WMA continues to receive requests for the 
scholarships, but they have had to suspend the scholarships due to the lack in funding. Dr. Doraiswamy 
requested Dr. Chow to follow-up with Dr. Cao on the follow-up funding.  
 
ITEM 6: ERB Membership 
 
The ERB has open membership positions.  Only one out of fifteen people currently on the ERB are 
associated with waste management.  There are five unfilled slots on the ERB. Dr. Doraiswamy suggested 
reserving the five slots for experts from the Waste Management sector and asked that the ERB try to recruit 
more people from waste management.  A lack of time prevented additional discussions on this topic. 
 
Dr. Doraiswamy also reminded that there was opening for the ERB secretary and requested members to 
volunteer. 
 
ITEM 6: Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bret Schichtel,  
Vice Chair 
 
c/o Prakash Doraiswamy, Chair 
 



JA&WMA Proposed Data Sharing Policy 

Taylor & Francis suggest that JA&WMA develop its own data sharing policy. T&F 
provided two examples for our consideration: 

I. The Basic Data Sharing Policy, which is about encouragement rather than
requirement:
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/basic/

II. The Share Upon Reasonable Request Policy, which requires authors to
respond to data sharing requests and to provide a data availability
statement with their submission:
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/share-
upon-reasonable-request/

ERB are asked to vote to approve one of the above policies. 

#2

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/basic/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/share-upon-reasonable-request/
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/data-sharing-policies/share-upon-reasonable-request/
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