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Biographical summary: 

I currently work as the Engineering Manager of the Refinery Permitting and 
Best Available Control Technology (BACT) Team at the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (South Coast AQMD), which is the largest air quality 
agency in California responsible for regulating the air quality in the four-
county greater Los Angeles area. I have more than 30 years of experience in 
the Air Quality/Air Pollution Control in both public and private sector. In my 
current capacity, I manage a team of permitting engineers responsible for 
implementing local, state, and federal air quality regulations applicable to the 
Petroleum and Biofuel Refineries located in our jurisdiction. I also manage the 
engineering team responsible for developing and implementing BACT 
regulations for South Coast AQMD. Prior to my current role, I supervised 
permitting of Power Plants and Waste Management facilities.  
 
Prior to joining the South Coast AQMD, I worked for 12 years with private 
companies involved in source testing, consulting, and engineering. I worked 
for air pollution control equipment manufactures and was involved in 
designing, fabricating, installing, and testing of thermal oxidizers and NOx 
control equipment. I have extensive experience in Process Engineering and 
Project Management of air pollution control equipment projects and have 
implemented several cutting-edge NOx and VOC control projects.  I have also 
managed source testing projects for California’s AB2588 Air Toxics Hot Spots 
program. 
 
Having worked in both the private and public sectors gives me a broader 
perspective of the needs of A&WMA members from both the regulatory and 
regulated standpoint, which would be very beneficial in meeting the mission 
of the A&WMA. I have participated in A&WMA activities since 1996 and have 
a good understanding of the how the Association works. I have served on the 
Board of the West Coast Section (WCS) for the past 10 years. During my 
tenure as the Chair and past-Chair of the WCS, our section won the Minasian 
award two years in a row. This was a testament of the hard work our Board 
put into arranging regular events, such as webinars, monthly meetings (pre-
pandemic), and annual conferences, that offered topics of interest to our 
members. Our full-day annual conferences have enabled the WCS to raise 
funds through sponsors and exhibitors and helped the section in maintaining 



positive cash flow, even during the pandemic years. I have actively 
participated in organizing several successful local events, especially on the IT 
and program management side, experience which I believe would be very 
useful if elected to the Director’s position. 
 

A&WMA activities and offices held: 
Offices Held:  

• Past-Chair, West Coast Section, 2020-present  
• Chair, West Coast Section 2019-2020 
• Vice-Chair, West Coast Section, 2016-2019 
• Director, West Coast Section 2012-2019 

 
Activities: 

• Sponsor and Exhibitor Committee, ACE 2022 in San Francisco, CA 
• Co-Chair, panel session on Hydrogen Fuel for Power Generation, 

Decarbonization, and Emissions Control, ACE 2022 
• Vice-Chair, panel session on PM, VOC, NOx & Mercury Control 

Technology, ACE 2021 
• Chair, panel session on Ammonia Monitoring in Continuous Emissions 

Monitoring Systems: An Overview of Current Methods, Technology, and 
Certification Protocols, ACE 2020 (Virtual) 

• A&WMA Webinar Presenter, NOx Air Pollution Control Technologies, 
October 2020 

• Chair, Exhibitor’s Committee, 2014 ACE in Long Beach, CA  
• Vice-Chair, Technical Tours Committee, 2014 ACE in Long Beach, CA 
• Authored and presented several papers at A&WMA Annual and Specialty 

Conferences 
• Attended A&WMA Leadership Training Academy (2012) 

 
Goals/Vision for the organization: 

The Air & Waste Management Association (A&WMA) is a premier organization for 
professionals and students in the environmental field.  I have been a member of 
the A&WMA since 1996, and a Board member of the West Coast Section for over 
10 years. My involvement with A&WMA activities has benefitted me 
tremendously, both personally and professionally.  
 
The Association’s Mission (to assist in the professional development and critical 
environmental decision-making to benefit society) is achieved through its 
conferences, webinars, local events, and publications that provide essential 
educational and networking opportunities to its members. The Association’s Core 
Purpose (to improve environmental knowledge and decisions by providing a 
neutral forum for exchanging information) is most relevant in today’s world where 
divisive politics often cloud the subject matter. I see the Association 
accomplishing its mission and purpose by enabling its staff and volunteers to 
continue to develop and deliver high-quality programming and products in a 
neutral forum that encourages participation by all its members. 
 
I believe that healthy and active local Sections and Chapters (S&C) are key to the 
success of the Association and its ability to retain and recruit members. Robust 



local programming can drive Association membership. One of the keys to the 
success of the West Coast Section has been the local programs targeted towards 
local issues, at the same time keeping an eye out for the broader issues that affect 
our local members. As the Chair of the WCS, I have successfully spearheaded the 
transition of the Section activities to an online platform. Using the experience 
gained at the WCS, I would like to collaborate with other A&WMA S&C around 
the world to enable them to offer more robust programming. For example, the 
WCS has been a leader in the adoption of student chapters in Southeast Asia and 
recently spearheaded the development of the student chapter at the Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) in Ghana, where there 
are over 30 A&WMA student members. I would also like to get involved with other 
A&WMA member units in devising strategies to monetize their local events and 
conduct membership drives, especially organizational membership. I believe that 
we have not yet fully tapped the potential to recruit more organizational members. 

 
I also believe that YP engagement is key to long term health of our Association, 
and we must expand the role that YPs play in our organization. During my 
tenure as the Vice-Chair and Chair of the West Coast Section, I was able to 
secure annual funding for YP events and worked towards increasing YP 
participation.  I would like to use the knowledge I have gained at the local 
Section level to enhance YP participation throughout the A&WMA by 
coordinating activities between local S&C and the Association. In consultation 
with the Association, I would like to find ways to recruit more YPs to participate 
in local and international activities. 
 
My vision for the organization: 
 

• To consistently maintain a relevant and viable organization that fulfils 
the educational, networking and enrichment needs of air and waste 
management professionals and address the challenges they face in a 
constantly changing industry.  

• To consistently evaluate and understand the changes and growth in the 
industry and steer the organization to meet the challenges and needs of 
the air and waste management professionals.  

• To keep the organization relevant, viable and a valuable resource.  


