
A&WMA Climate Change Conference provides a platform for exchange and solutions on 

mitigation and resiliency planning  

The need for local and state governments, as well as manufacturers and organizations, to develop 

and implement mitigation and adaptation plans will likely increase in the future. As a neutral 

organization, the Air & Waste Management Association has created a forum for a productive 

discussion and sharing of ideas at their upcoming conference, Bracing for Climate Change:  

Strategies for Mitigation and Resiliency Planning, held December 11-12, 2019, in Santa Barbara, 

CA.  

Video broadcasts from COP25 (UNFCCC Climate Change Conference) in Madrid, Spain, will be 

delivered by Michele Gehring, A&WMA President, and Jack Broadbent, CEO and Air Pollution 

Control Officer, Bay Area Air Quality Management District, who will be attending on behalf of 

A&WMA, which was granted official observer status in 2017.  

“Having official observer status at the COP truly places A&WMA on the international stage with a 

presence in the room as agreements are being developed and released.  While we are not in the 

business or position of taking a stance on climate change, having the opportunity to engage with 

other international associations on the topic and bring real-time, high-level communications back to 

our members on international policy and projects is a privilege that we will use to foster the 

continuation of progress on this topic,” said Gehring.  

The focus of the conference technical program will be climate action planning that addresses 

mitigation of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and adaption to climate change impacts to increase 

the resiliency of communities. National and local experts will present solutions on regulatory 

perspectives, emissions analyses and reduction, adaptation, resiliency planning, and waste 

management issues.  

Highlights of the conference include the opening Keynote on Regulatory Perspectives featuring 

California air quality and energy executives, and panels on GHG emissions analyses and climate 

change modeling and dynamic downscaling. There is also a tour planned for the Organic Materials 

to Energy Demonstration Project at the Goleta Sanitary District.  

Air districts and organizations showing their support of the conference as sponsors include the Bay 

Area Air Quality Management District, Air Pollution Control District, Santa Barbara County, Ventura 

County Air Pollution Control District, Dudek, and the A&WMA West Coast Section. Carbon offsets 

are being provided by Element Markets.  

The complete conference program, registration, and details can be found online at 

www.awma.org/climatechange.    

http://www.awma.org/climatechange

