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About A&WMA

• 115 years of environmental 
stewardship

• A global leader in 
environmental management

• A neutral forum for 
knowledge exchange and 
networking 



About A&WMA

• A&WMA promotes the effectiveness of 
organizations and individuals to make critical 
decisions that benefit society and enhances 
environmental knowledge and expertise by 
providing a neutral forum for technology 
exchange, professional development, networking, 
and outreach. 



The Mission of A&WMA is 
to assist in the professional 
development and critical 
environmental decision-
making of our members to 
benefit society.

The Core Purpose of 
A&WMA is to improve 
environmental knowledge 
and decisions by providing 
a neutral forum for 
exchanging information.

Our Mission



History
For 115 years, A&WMA has played a vital and leading role on air quality 
and waste management issues for the public and professional 
communities.  Since the earliest awareness of the burgeoning nuisance 
of smoke in the early 1900s, the growth of environmental consciousness 
and the Association’s work have been closely tied. 



As industrial cities grew, they saw the need to pass new coal-burning 
ordinances and require city smoke inspectors to be mechanical 
engineers.  In order to share effective smoke-control strategies, many 
individuals who worked as these inspectors called for the formation of 
an association on an international scale.

History



Historical Highlights
1907 – At the first meeting of the International Association for the 
Prevention of Smoke, held in Milwaukee, WI, a resolution calls for the 
regulation of smoke by state legislation, rather than by municipal 
ordinances.

1909 – Figures quoted at the Association’s annual meeting, in Syracuse, 
N.Y., estimate that smoke causes $6,000,000 of damage in the U.S.

1921 – As the nation becomes more smoke-control conscious, Association 
members are called on to give presentations to women’s clubs and other 
interested organizations. 

1941 – The Association calls for coal conservation in support of Allied 
World War II efforts.



Historical Highlights

1945 – The Association invites the U.S. Weather Bureau to participate 
in an extensive study aimed at the adoption of standard 
measurements on air pollution, as well as to determine the factors that 
affect the concentration and dispersal of atmospheric pollution.

1955 – On the heels of Association efforts to involve the federal 
government in air pollution control activity, the first federal legislation to 
address air pollution control is enacted.

1958 – The Association forms the first national air pollution advisory 
committee to the U.S. government with representatives of government, 
industry, and consulting.

1961 – The first regional A&WMA Sections are formed, including the 
Ontario Section.



Historical Highlights
1970 – Following the Association’s earlier efforts to create awareness of 
environmental issues, the first Earth Day calls for conservation of air, 
water, and other natural resources.  

1970 – The Association unveils its first “specialty conference” in Toronto, 
Ontario, and more than 230 individuals attend to learn more about the 
impact of air pollution on vegetation.

1971 – Canada’s Department of Environment is established. 

1983 – The Association creates initiatives to address acid rain and air 
emissions from hazardous wastes.

1988 – Reflecting the Association’s new vision and expanded focus on 
hazardous wastes, the name is changed to the Air & Waste Management 
Association.



A&WMA Today 

• Sharing of information, research, 
and solutions to promote 
collaboration and advance your 
understanding of environmental 
issues

• Networking opportunities with 
environmental professionals in 
industry, government, consulting, 
and academia

• Professional development, 
education, and leadership



Membership
5000 environmental professionals in 65 
countries—all working to advance the 
industry and develop solutions for clean air 
and water, reduce the health effects of 
pollution, and promote sustainability and 
environmental justice. 

We have individual members in the 
following categories: 
• Student 
• Young Professional 
• Professional 
• Organizational 

Members receive many tangible and 
intangible benefits including information 
access, discount, networking and leadership 
opportunities

awma.org/join



Publications 
Stay informed on the most current 
environmental management news and 
scientific research

• Journal of the Air & Waste Management 
Association 

• EM Magazine

• EM Plus printed quarterly 



Journal of the Air & Waste 
Management Association 

• Latest original research papers 
from experts in pollution control 
and waste management

• Published since 1951

• One of the longest-running, 
most respected peer-reviewed 
environmental publications in 
the world 

awma.org/journal



EM Magazine

• For environmental managers 
and other professionals

• Thought-provoking articles 
on topical issues

• Regular columns written by 
industry experts

awma.org/em



Conferences 

• Annual Conference & Exhibition 
• Specialty Conferences 
• Workshops
• Virtual Conferences 

awma.org/conferences



• One of the world’s largest environmental management 
conferences, attracting a thousand top environmental professionals

• Over 65 sessions and panels on a range of issues, from air quality 
to waste management, regulation and environmental justice

• Exhibition is a dynamic showcase of                            
environmental products, technology, and services

• Technical tours, courses,                                                                          
networking events, and more

Hope to see you at ACE 2023                                                                               
in Orlando!

awma.org/ACE2023



Specialty Conferences 
The Science of PFAS
November 7-9, 2022 • Durham, NC

NSR Workshop
November 2-3, 2022 • Atlanta, GA

Climate Change 2022:  Commitments to 
Actions
November 29-30, 2022 • Virtual 

48th Annual Information Exchange
December 6-7, 2022 • Research Triangle Park, NC

A&WMA/ASME Waste Information 
Exchange
April 11-12, 2023 • Crystal City, VA



Education

• Webinars

• Continuing education courses

• Online education courses

• Scholarships



A&WMA offers webinars for members throughout the year to help advance 
technical knowledge in every facet of the environmental profession.

Learn from industry professionals about the latest information and skills on environmental 
topics, including: 

• Air Quality Monitoring Techniques and 
Software 

• Sensors and New Technology
• Emissions, Controls, and Monitoring

Past webinars can be purchased from the A&WMA Online Store.

• PFAS and Emerging Contaminants
• Landfills, Waste, and Treatment
• EPA’s Clean Air Act and Other 

Regulation 
• New Source Review (NSR)

awma.org/webinar
ss



Continuing Education Courses 

• Live professional development training by national experts

• Live on-site courses at conferences, and online options 

• QEP/EPI professional certification courses 

• Continuing education credit for a number of disciplines 



Scholarships 
• Recognize the most promising environmental students

• Assist graduate students in air quality, waste management, and 
environmental policy or law

• Awarded every year for more than two decades

• More than 100 scholarships totaling more than $400,000 



Getting Involved 

Education Council
• Develops webinars and courses
• Women’s Professional Development 
• Ensure educational and professional 

development needs are met

Technical Council
• Development of the technical programs 

– Annual Conference & Exhibition
– Specialty Conferences
– Workshops

• Peer-review process for technical 
articles and publications

A&WMA’s Three Council’s Provide 
Ample Opportunities to Get Involved



Sections & Chapters Council 
• Member meetings in your area to 

discuss environmental issues and 
solutions 

• Global reach includes:  
– 32 Sections
– 60 Local Chapters
~ 40 Student Chapters

Young Professionals Advisory 
Council 
Supports the learning and networking 
opportunities needed to help YPs 
excel in their careers

Getting Involved 
A&WMA’s Three Council’s Provide 
Ample Opportunities to Get Involved



Technical Council  

Air Group

• Meteorology

• Particulate Matter

• Indoor Air Quality

• Visibility

• Emission Factors & 
Inventories 



Environmental Management Group

• Health Effects and Exposure

• Risk Assessment / Management

• Power Generation 

• Homeland & Environmental 
Security

• Federal Facilities

• Climate Change & Sustainability

Technical Council  



Waste Group

• Integrated Management

• Municipal Waste Treatment

• Medical Waste Treatment

• Management & Remediation 
of Hazardous, Radioactive 
and Mixed Waste 

• Site Characterization & 
Investigation

Technical Council  



Student Membership –
Jumpstart Your Career

• Networking opportunities and 
job openings 

• Annual Conference student 
program includes: 
– Environmental Challenge 

Competition
– Student Keynote
– Career Panel
– Student Poster Contest
– Student/YP Reception 

• Student chapters

• Scholarships

All for just 
$35/year!

awma.org/students



Local support 
Student chapters are supported within the Section and Chapter 
framework to foster the needs and interests of students and to 
encourage their continued professional development after graduation. 



Get involved with your local 
section and chapter

• Develop closer professional relationships among 
members

• Attend breakfast, lunch, and dinner meetings 
and social networking events

• Help plan specialty conferences and workshops

• Promote greater environmental awareness, and 
public outreach

• Local scholarship funds for education and 
student/YP travel to conferences 

• Meet the right people that can help your career!

awma.org/sections



Continue to grow as a 
Young Environmental 
Professional Member 
• Free year of YP membership upon 

graduation 

• Reduced dues for 5 years 

• Mentoring from the world’s leading 
environmental experts

• Networking with managers, leaders in 
industry, government, and academia

• Exciting YP social events at the Annual 
Conference and many local sections and 
chapters

• Online resources including an advice blog, 
Zoom games, learning academy, and more

awma.org/YP



Top 10 Reasons to Join A&WMA
10.  Information access (free monthly download!)
9.    Conferences (discounted fees for members!)
8. Webinars
7. Networking
6. Leading publications
5.    Leadership opportunities
4. Career advancement
3. Global perspective
2. Recognition
1. And the number one reason to join A&WMA . . . 

To be a part of the solutions driving the industry.

Get started, get involved, and 
get ahead!

awma.org/join



A Partner in Your Success
www.awma.org
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