
 

 

When I’m not keeping myself busy in the Air 
Quality world that I live in, I’m generally 
working on A&WMA activities.  At work, 
this is the busiest time of the year with year-
end reporting and A&WMA adds another 
task to that list - the Annual Report for 
sections and chapters.  The A&WMA annual 
report is required to be filed by March 31st.  
The annual report serves many purposes: 
provides updated section or chapter contacts, 
provides a list of local activities that may 
serve as best practices for other local units or 
even A&WMA, is the tool for the annual competition for best chapter 
or section performance, and is the mechanism for getting insurance 
coverage. We do accept late reports – as it is better late than never - 
but submitting late does hurt your chances in the best chapter or 
section performance category.  One of the current challenges with our 
system is that it does not allow the report filer the ability to print out a 
final copy of their Annual Report.  As we have administrative access 
that allows us to print out PDFs of the Annual Reports, last year we 
did provide the final copy of the report to all sections and chapters that 
submitted their reports by the March 31st deadline.  If requested, we 

did provide a copy to those that submitted late as well, but we don’t get notified when a report gets 
submitted so we haven’t done that on a proactive basis.  This will be an interesting year to review the 
Annual Reports submitted, 2020 was a tumultuous year in every way.  I suspect that there will be less 
programmatic activity from most local units.  Also, remember to go through the A&WMA checklist of 
items needed and make sure that you have all the data you need prior to starting to complete the Annual 
Report.  This is to ensure that you can complete the Annual Report in one attempt as it is required to be 
done from one computer and internet browser.  Please see the Annual Reports page on the A&WMA 
web site for more details and to access the checklist -  
https://www.awma.org/annualreport. 
 
At times we have used the different ideas submitted in Annual Reports for discussion during the 
Leadership Training Academy (LTA) – although we do rely mostly on attendees to generate those 
stories during the LTA experience.  This year we will not be holding the LTA in person again due to 
the pandemic.  Although much of the data related to the pandemic appears to be trending in a positive 
direction as I write this, there is still too much uncertainty for us to hold an interactive event like the 
LTA in April.  We have made the decision that it is best to shoot for the resurrection of LTA in 2022.  
However, in the interim, we are hoping to pull some of the content from LTA that may best translate 
into a virtual format for a Periodic On-line Sharing Session (POSS). This was discussed and polled 
during our last Sections and Chapters Council meeting.  The topics getting the highest interest follow:  

 A&WMA Overview: Who We Are and What We Do 
 A&WMA Governance Structure 
 Robert’s Rules of Order 
 Local Unit Treasurer’s Responsibilities 
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Chair Message (continued from page 1) 

 

Look for a POSS being scheduled on these topics later in the year.  The POSSes are usually scheduled 
over lunch time (Eastern Standard Time) and have a duration of 1 to 1.5 hours.  If you can’t make a 
POSS, they are eventually posted on the A&WMA web site in the Volunteer Resource Center – but of 
course, you can’t interact with your questions if you only go that route.  If you would like to see a 
POSS topic not noted above, feel free to reach out to me. 
 
We have been trying to get the word out through our various communication tools - including the 
Conduit – on encouraging candidates for the election for the A&WMA vice-Chair.  This is a great 
opportunity to get more involved in A&WMA and interact with people from all over the US and 
Canada.  There has also been increased effort into expanding A&WMA’s influence beyond North 
America and that may soon bear fruit.  My experience as S&CC vice-Chair and Chair has been very 
positive and I would certainly do it all over again.  If you’re interested or just thinking about it, feel free 
to reach out to me.  For this election, votes are submitted on a per section or chapter basis and that 
election will start sometime in March.  That means that the leadership of your section and chapter will 
need to decide how to cast their vote.  Please pay attention for forthcoming communication on this 
election.  
 
We did have another great virtual meeting in January for the Sections and Chapters Council.  Once 
again, we did have a lot of attendees and participation, primarily due to the virtual format.  I believe 
that some element of the virtual format will remain moving forward, but we still hope to have in person 
meetings for the Section & Chapter Council, our earliest hope would be the Fall S&CC meeting.  As 
mentioned above in regard to the LTA, there are some elements of the Sections and Chapter Council 
meeting that do get lost in the virtual format and we would love to return to an in person / hybrid virtual 
format.    
 
I encourage you to continue to support A&WMA activities and encourage your colleagues to consider 
joining A&WMA.  There are many interesting conferences and webinars coming up that you can 
review in the upcoming events on the A&WMA web page.  Also, registration for the Annual 
Conference is now open!  Check it out!  If there is an environmental topic that A&WMA is not 
covering and you think we should, please let me know.   
 
Onward and upward - stay safe and joyful in 2021 my friends!   
 
      Jim Walker 
      Chair, Sections & Chapters Council 

Sections and Chapters Council Vice Chair Nominations 
 
 
The Sections & Chapters Council is seeking a 
Vice-Chair for 2022–2024, who will become 
Chair, and member of the Board of Directors, 
from 2025–2027.  Nominations will close on 
March 31.  
 
Contact Jim Walker for more details or to  
nominate yourself or someone else.   
 

mailto:JAMES.WALKER@cmsenergy.com?subject=S%20%26C%20Council%20Vice%20Chair%20
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ACE 2021 Technical Program 
 
The technical program this year is progressing well.  We will have 23 livestream sessions with 3 
concurrent sessions on Monday afternoon, 5 sessions on Tuesday, 10 sessions on Wednesday and 5 
sessions after the critical review on Thursday.  There will be 2 or 3 concurrent sessions in each time 
slot.  In addition to the livestream programs there are 32 on-demand sessions.   
 
No matter what your interest, we should have a session for you with topics covering PFAS Emerging 
Contaminant Regulatory Trends, Research and Remediation, to AEROMOD Modeling System Updates 
with US EPA, and EPA Priorities 2021-2022.   
 
The preliminary program will be posted soon at: https://www.awma.org/ace2021techprogram. 

Get Ready for ACE 2021! 
 

Following the success of last year’s virtual ACE, A&WMA is excited to host the 114th Annual 
Conference & Exhibition in a fully-virtual, interactive format from June 14-17, 2021. Our unparalleled 
technical content will be delivered through many livestream sessions, on-demand slides, audio, and 
video presentations. 
 
Over 30 technical sessions and events will be presented live, including the Keynote Plenary Session, 
51st Annual Critical Review on PFOA and Cancer, Women’s Professional Development Presentation, 
YP Introductory Sessions, Career Panel, and Student Keynote. Our most popular topics will be 
livestreamed as well, such as EPA Priorities, PFAS, Air Pollution Control, Carbon Capture, and more. 
 
The ACE 2021 virtual platform also brings many new and enhanced features, including virtual technical 
tours of the Mosaic Company, Walt Disney World, and Florida Aquarium, along with dedicated 
networking sessions and events to connect with other attendees, exhibitors and sponsors, young 
professionals, students, and more. Additionally, online professional development courses will be 
offered prior to the conference on AERMOD and Advanced Air Dispersion Modeling, Puff Dispersion 
Modeling, and Air Toxics Human Health Risk Assessment.  
 
All attendees receive unlimited on-demand access to the complete technical program, including 
presentation slides and audio, video links, poster gallery and audio, and a Q&A archive – all available 
through December 31 and able to be viewed at your own pace.  
 
Registration is open! To find more conference details, visit the ACE 2021 page. We look forward to 
seeing you virtually this June. 
 
Help spread the word about ACE 2021! Download our All About ACE Slide Show to share with your 
members. 

https://www.awma.org/ace2021techprogram
https://www.awma.org/ace2021registration
https://www.awma.org/ace2021
https://www.awma.org/Files/ACE2021/ACE%202021%20Virtual%20Conference%20Slide%20Show.pdf
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2020 Annual Reports Due March 31, 2021 
 
The Annual Report is your chance to tell the Sections & Chapters Council and the rest of the 
Association about all of the great things you have been doing for your members, the environmental 
profession, and the community.  
 
We are using the same user-friendly Survey Monkey format as last year.  If you're new to the process, 
watch the Annual Reports POSS (periodic online sharing session) at the link below to learn the new 
system and tips on making the filing of your report easier.   
 
The site is now live and accepting your 2020 reports, which are due March 31, 2021. Only timely 
submissions can be considered for the Minasian and Chapter Cup Awards, which will be conferred at 
the Annual Conference in June. And, not that we ever anticipate getting late reports, but we still want 
your submissions even if you can’t quite make the March 31 deadline. 
 
Before you get started, please review the instructions 
below and gather all of the information in the 
checklist before you start the process online. Choose 
ONE person designated to enter the information 
into the survey.  This person will be able to go back 
and add or change responses at a later date and the 
information will be saved, but it will have to be done 
from the same IP address (both computer and 
browser) that started the survey.  Please do not start a 
second survey for your section or chapter.  
 
All the details and link to prepare the Annual Report 
can be found at https://www.awma.org/annualreport. 
Don’t miss your chance to tell us everything your Section / Chapter did in 2020! 

 

Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 
 

For more information and a complete list of upcoming events please visit:  

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

May 11 - May 13, 2021  
Air Quality Measurement Methods and Technology 
Conference (Virtual)  

June 14 - June 17, 2021 114th Annual Conference and Exhibition (Virtual) 

September 23 - September 24, 2021 
Advancements in Vapor Intrusion and Emerging Con-
taminant Air Quality Issues 

October 4 - October 8, 2021 
Atmospheric Optics: Aerosols, Visibility, and the Ra-
diative Balance 

April 8 - April 10, 2022 Leadership Training Academy 

https://www.awma.org/annualreport
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/11/2021&eventid=146
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/11/2021&eventid=146
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/14/2021&eventid=149
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/8/2022&eventid=158
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January 2021 Virtual S&C Council Meeting 
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

Communications Committee Vice-Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
530 Howell Road, Suite 203 
Greenville, SC 29650 
Phone: 864.626.3140  
sphillips@cecinc.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Sections & Chapters Council 2021 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editors, Jennifer Tullier 
(JTullier@spiritenv.com) or Stephanie Phillips (SPhillips@cecinc.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or 
Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

2020 S&C Intercouncil Meeting 
San Francisco, California 

(until we meet again...) 
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