
 

 

It’s hard to believe that we are half-way 
through the year – time flies when you are 
working remotely.  We have had a lot of 
activity in the Sections and Chapters Council 
since my last message.  We now know the 
outcome of the election for the S&CC vice-
Chair and congratulations go to Mike Hult of 
the Upper Midwest Section.  I want to thank 
all the sections and chapters that went 
through the effort to vote in the election.  I 
understand that the process to vote as a 
section or chapter as compared to voting as 
an individual requires additional effort and coordination – so I want 
you to know it is appreciated.  I also want to thank the two candidates 
– Mike Hult and Bhaskar Chandan.  Mike and Bhaskar provided us 
with a strong slate and we were in a no-lose position.  Bhaskar comes 
out of the West Coast Section and is a major contributor to the very 
high level of performance from that Section – they have won the 
Minasian Award for excellent section performance for two straight 
years.  We appreciate him throwing his hat in the ring and wish him 
and the West Coast Section continued success in their endeavors. 
 

Mike Hult is a familiar contributor to the S&CC through his work as the Membership Committee 
Chair.  Mike’s elevated role as vice-Chair Elect also means that we are looking for a new Membership 
Committee Chair.  I ask you to actively consider volunteering to work with S&CC – the work is not 
overly burdensome, and our colleagues are great fun.  We have many committee chair positions and 
don’t be discouraged if there is an area of interest and someone already has it covered.  Everyone is 
happy to share the fun and the workload. 
 
An additional thank you for all the sections and chapters that submitted their annual report on time this 
year.  It was another great year of participation and we gleam many good ideas from the annual reports.  
The annual report allows us to keep up with the correct contacts in your section or chapter and it is also 
the mechanism used to judge the Minasian and Chapter Cup Awards. As mentioned already, the West 
Coast Section has achieved the top section status for two years running now with their second straight 
Minasian Award.  Congratulations to them and the West Michigan Chapter for winning the Chapter 
Cup Award.  The S&CC is exploring different incentives that make sense to further award the sections 
and chapters that achieve this top status.  If you have any ideas or thoughts on this, feel free to reach 
out to me. 
 
Unfortunately, we did have to cancel the 2021 Leadership Training Academy (LTA) again due to the 
COVID crisis.  We are very hopeful at this stage that we will be past the crises in 2022 and 
consequently, we have scheduled an in-person LTA for April 8-10, 2022 in Pittsburgh.  For this year, 
in place of the LTA we are trying to provide some “LTA-like” content through the Periodic Online 
Sharing Sessions (POSS) webinars. We have had two events so far this year: in January we had Virtual 
Events Best Practices and in May we had Effective Meetings and Robert’s Rules.  
 
(continued on page 2) 
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Chair Message (continued from page 1) 

 

The January POSS starred Mike Hult, Bhaskar Chandan and other local leaders detailing their success 
stories during COVID times.   The May POSS brought back former S&CC Chair Harry Klodowski and 
LTA leader Tony van der Vooren.  The webinars usually last around one hour and occur at lunch time 
at eastern standard time.  We are hoping to do two or three more this year so stay tuned for the next 
one.  The topics under consideration are: 

• A&WMA Overview: Who We Are and What We Do 

• Running a Section or Chapter 

• Local Unit Treasurer’s Responsibilities 
 
If you missed a POSS and you would like to see it, they are posted on the website shortly after the event 
occurs.  You can find them at https://www.awma.org/sccouncil 
 
Also, if you think your section or chapter would benefit from a personal attention from some LTA 
faculty, we are willing to take a limited show on the road.  That has been done with success in the past 
and as we move past COVID, there is more willingness to travel or even Zoom some content in.  Please 
let me know and we can get the ball rolling. 
 
I’m excited to say that we are looking to have our first in person S&CC meeting since January of 2020, 
when we were in San Francisco! What better and more fun place to do that but in New Orleans! Mark 
your calendars for September 17 and 18, 2021.  Past S&CC Chair Greg Johnson has offered his law 
office as a meeting place and it is equipped with all the conference room necessities to have a hybrid 
meeting where people can also call in.  Our goal is to continue the great participation success that we’ve 
had with these prior remote meetings and regain some of the advantages of an in-person meeting.  We 
are planning an agenda that we hope will allow the best of both worlds.  Consider making the trek to 
Louisiana – it promises to be a great time.   
 
I enjoyed the recent Annual Conference, but I did miss the opportunity to be in Orlando and reconnect 
with friends and meet new people as well.  I participated in some virtual networking this year and saw 
most of the exhibitor content as well.  I hope you had a chance to participate virtually.  I’ve been trying 
to find the time to go back and review some of the presentations that are On Demand and the live 
recordings that conflicted other sessions I wanted to see. That is one of the advantages of the remote 
conference – you can go back and view the content later.  I encourage you to continue to support 
A&WMA activities and encourage your colleagues to consider joining A&WMA.  There are many 
interesting conferences and webinars coming up.  You can review in the upcoming events on the 
A&WMA website for details.   
 
Continue to stay safe and I hope to see some of you in New Orleans in September —that would be great 
to see people in person at an A&WMA event!   
      Jim Walker, Sections & Chapters Council Chair 

Leadership Training Academy 
 
Sections and Chapters should start planning now for the 2022 Leader-
ship Training Academy!  The A&WMA Leadership Training Academy 
will be held in Pittsburgh, PA on April 8 - April 10, 2022.  Attendees 
will learn how A&WMA operates, how to become a better leader, and 
best practices from other sections and chapters.   
 
Sections and Chapters should begin planning to send members.  Stay 
tuned for registration details and other information as we get closer to 
the Academy date.  

https://www.awma.org/sccouncil
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Experience A&WMA’s ACE 2021 Technical Program – Learn and 
Collaborate with Environmental Professionals 

 
Harish Rao, Immediate Past Chair, Technical Council (2019-2020) 
 
ACE 2021 ran from June 14-17. A&WMA’s Technical Council developed an exciting technical 
program for this year’s virtual conference in line with the theme “Environmental Resiliency for 
Tomorrow.” The technical program included selected sessions for its Mini-Symposium series, and 
included on-demand and livestream technical sessions. A range of topics were covered, including the 
latest EPA priorities, Per and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS), New Source Review, Electric Power, 
Covid-19 Impacts, Aviation Recovery, Energy-Water-Waste Nexus, Air Permitting, Modeling and 
Policy Developments, Corporate Sustainability, Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Decarbonization, 
Waste Issues, Brownfields and Vapor Intrusion. With the excellent line-up of keynote speakers, events 
and wide range of topics covered, attendees were able to find one or more papers/sessions/events that 
were sure to pique their interest.  
 
If you registered for the conference,  you can watch the on-demand sessions and recordings of live 
presentations at https://www.eventscribe.net/2021/ACE2021/.  
 
If you didn’t register for ACE 2021, you can purchase it through the online store and gain access to 
hundreds of recorded live keynotes, panels, and sessions, on-demand presentations, posters, exhibits, 
sponsors, and you can still use the networking feature to connect with other attendees.  
  
In particular, ACE 2021 featured the 51st Annual A&WMA Critical Review on Perfluorooctanoate 
(PFOA) and Cancer in humans and animals, which was presented by Scott Bartell and Veronica Vieira 
from the University of California, Irvine. PFOA is one of the most widely used and best studied per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), a complex class of emerging contaminants with varying 
chemical properties, and rapidly changing production and use. Despite being phased out of production 
by major industries, PFOA is persistent in the environment, bioaccumulative in humans, and has been 
associated with adverse health effects, including adenomas or carcinomas in some animal experiments 
and human studies. The carcinogenicity of PFOA has been reviewed previously by several different 
regulatory agencies and researchers, with contradictory conclusions. This critical review summarized 
peer-reviewed epidemiologic studies on PFOA and cancer of the kidneys and testes, converted 
exposures to a common scale based on time-averaged serum concentrations, and derived meta-analytic 
cancer risk estimates. The application of formal statistical methods to the overall body of evidence 
provided insight into the carcinogenicity of PFOA. As in past Critical Review sessions, different 
perspectives on the topic were presented by five distinguished discussants, including identification of 
additional issues and offered commentaries and discussion based on their scientific expertise. 
 
The Technical Council will be meeting on Tuesday, June 29 to begin planning for the technical program 
for ACE 2022 in San Francisco.   
 
For questions, contact Technical Council Chair, Flint Webb (c.flint.webb@leidos.com).  
 
 

https://www.eventscribe.net/2021/ACE2021/
mailto:c.flint.webb@leidos.com?subject=ACE%202021%20Technical%20Program
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Please help with A&WMA Environmental Education Resource Guides 
(EERGs) 

 

The A&WMA Environmental Education Resource Guides are unbiased, technically sound, teacher-
tested, hands-on environmental activities that serve as supplemental curriculum to help students learn 
about issues that directly affect their lives and their environment. 
 
We are looking for members to review air quality lessons for middle and high school science classes. 
These lessons were designed for online learning to support 21st century science practices and 
engineering thinking.  We'd like to share A&WMA 
reviewed lessons with teachers this summer, and summer 
is right around the corner. After the lesson review, we 
will recruit teachers to pilot the lessons in their 
classrooms during the Fall semester.   
 
Help us meet these deadlines.   
 
Tropospheric air quality is a topic that is less familiar to 
teachers —and as a result does not get taught to students. 
Help us support air quality topics, correct 
misconceptions, and build science skills and engineering 
thinking in science classrooms.  
 
If you are interested, click here to start reviewing the lessons. AQ6-8 is middle school and AQ9-12 is 
high school.  Also, feel free to forward this on to anyone else in your section or chapter that may have 
interest in providing this feedback. 
 
When you're done, then please share your feedback by clicking here to complete the survey. 
 
 If you have any trouble accessing the folder and its files, then please let us know. Email Elizabeth 
Spike @ iamespike@gmail.com or Georges Bou Saab @ Georges.BouSaab@arcadis.com  

 Help us make a difference in K12 science education.  

 

Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 

 
For more information and a complete list of upcoming events please visit:  
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

July 13, 2021 
Introduction to Air Pollution Meterology & Dispersion 
Modeling (Webinar) 

September 23 – 24, 2021 
Advancements in Vapor Intrusion and Emerging   
Contaminant Air Quality Issues 

October 5 – 8, 2021 
Atmospheric Optics: Aerosols, Visibility, and the   
Radiative Balance 

December 1– 2, 2021 
Climate Change 2021 Virtual Conference: The Push to 
Carbon Neutrality, Adaptation, and Resiliency 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1SDONjod5gyXZTtkk7mlb1vJMtHCyBDM0?usp=sharing%20%5bdrive.google.com%5d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXXAZ8a_upoHoJRtTZPBlaIWjMz2o85jri-kofHufUTAzdzg/viewform
mailto:iamespike@gmail.com
mailto:Georges.BouSaab@arcadis.com
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=7/13/2021&eventid=215
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=7/13/2021&eventid=215
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=12/1/2021&eventid=210
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=12/1/2021&eventid=210
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Intertape Polymer Group (IPG) 
Phone: 864.501.8966  
sphillip@itape.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

 

Sections & Chapters Council 2021 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Stephanie Phillips 
(sphillip@itape.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  
Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

June 2021 Virtual S&C Council Meeting 
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