
 

 

And just like that, we’re already in June. In 
south Louisiana we’re already seeing heat 

indexes above 100° F, to say I’m looking 
forward to the weather change of ACE 2022 in 
San Francisco is an understatement.  It’s easy 
to wish away the summer heat and look 
forward to cooler fall weather, but it’s also a 
great reminder of my first quarter Chair 
Message about how valuable time is. Only half 
way through the year and we’ve accomplished 
several things and are looking at a successful 
2022.  
 
Already this year we’ve had some great Sections and Chapter Council 
(S&CC) activities and have already started planning our Fall S&CC 
meeting to be held in person. Our local Sections and Chapters (S&C) have 
returned to some of their traditional events and have also started new ways 
of handling S&C business and events.   
 
S&CC, under the direction of our Leadership Academy & Training 

Committee Chair, Tony van der Vooren, hosted a very successful 
Leadership Training Academy (LTA) in April. With over 20 attendees 
from across the United States and Canada, we were able to strengthen 
leadership skills in many sections and chapters. And while the 

presentations were great and the learning opportunity is vital to our continued success as a local Section or 
Chapter, the networking and new relationships that were developed last far longer than the weekend. To 

every volunteer that joined us in April, thank you for investing your time into the future success of our 
Sections, Chapters and Association. For every S&C that financially supported volunteers attending, we are 
excited about the commitment you made to your volunteer leaders, and the future of your S&C.  

One great conversation that came out of LTA was the discussion of how some sections and chapters have 
handled returning to in-person meetings and how others have moved to more virtual meetings. While 
COVID considerations were at time burdensome, the forced “new way” proved to be beneficial for some 
S&C; allowing sections and chapters to reach members that were otherwise unable to participate or the 
opportunity to feature expert presenters available virtually but would not have been available for an in-
person meeting. The great piece about this is it showed us that there is no one right way. It put into 
perspective the diversity of our membership, leadership, and the many ways we can achieve the common 
interest of a neutral forum for exchanging information.  
 
While virtual meetings have been great and there’s a major convenience of not having to travel for all 
meetings, we still see and appreciated the value that in-person meetings bring, when appropriate. There’s 
often been a joke of “this meeting could have been an email”; I expect soon we’ll have a similar 
consideration of this could have been virtual instead of in-person. But as we move to in-person S&CC 
events, understand that it has been considered and discussed and S&CC leadership sees great benefit in the 
networking and conversations that our in-person meetings provide. We’re excited to be in-person for ACE 

S&CC meeting (Monday, June 27th), and we’re excited to be planning an in-person Fall S&CC meeting 
(details to come). I look forward to seeing you in San Francisco and hope you’ll make plans to join us in-
person for our Fall S&CC meeting.  
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2021 Membership Performance Recognition Program Update 

In the last issue of the Conduit, I shared the list of Air and Waste Management 
Association (A&WMA) Sections and Chapters having a 2021 membership 
growth rate in the top 20% of all sections and chapters.  The officers of the 
following local units have qualified for a 2021 A&WMA Membership 
Performance Recognition Program Award through completion of the emailed 
questionnaire.  Congratulations to the award winners: 

Chapters      Sections     
Alabama Canadian Prairie/Northern 
*Chesapeake Lake Michigan States 
Connecticut
East Michigan * Formerly Baltimore/Washington
Chapter
Idaho
Ottawa Valley

These awards are recognized by highlighting membership performance within 
A&WMA publications, this article being one, and at future A&WMA meetings like the Sections and 
Chapters Meeting at the Annual Conference and Exhibition (ACE) on Monday, June 27, 2022.  Each 
identified Section and Chapter will also receive a letter of recognition from Nancy Meilahn Fowler, the 
current A&WMA President.  In addition, the top one or two (1 or 2) Sections and Chapters, based on 
evaluation of their completed questionnaires, will be the recipient of a free A&WMA webinar 
registration, and will be entitled to use the Blue Ribbon Logo in their 2022 communications. 

While evaluation of the completed questionnaires is ongoing, we can share some of the initial insights 
we have learned so far: 

• Personal outreach continues to be an important way to grow the organization, one member
at a time;

• Providing a forum for professional networking, especially with local environmental
agencies, is an important draw;

• During difficult times such as the pandemic, offering certain events, such as webinars, for
free to members keeps everyone engaged and actively involved;

• Given our ever-busy schedules, luncheon meetings have proved to be very popular and
successful; and

• Chapters have benefited from the coordination and support of their associated sections.

We look forward to sharing further membership development success stories and insights as well as the 
announcement of the top winners for 2021 at this year’s ACE in San Francisco. 

Mike Hult, A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council Vice Chair   mwhult2@mmm.com 

Get STARTED   Get INVOLVED   Get AHEAD

Member-Get-A-Member Campaign: Help Us Grow 

If you have benefitted from what your A&WMA membership, now is your time to encourage new 
members to join A&WMA and help us grow!  All it takes is just ONE new member from everyone. 

After you encourage a new member to join, tell them to write your name in the Recommending Member 
field in the online application and you and your section or chapter will earn a chance to win prizes, such 
as free webinars or registrations. Visit www.awma.org/join for information and get started now!  

http://www.awma.org/join
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115th Annual Conference Report from Technical Council 

There’s still time to register at www.awma.org/ACE2022registration! 

This year’s Annual Conference and Exhibition should be a good one.  There will be 60 technical 
sessions (27 panel sessions and 33 platform sessions), with over 146 platform presentations.  All this in 
addition to the special program items: the Keynote Panel on Environmental Justice, the Critical Review 
on the Circular Economy for Clean Energy Technologies, the exhibit hall, and all the social events that 
we have been  missing over the last couple of years.  Breaking down the program by track: 

AQCT (Air Quality – Control Technology): 1 platform session  
AQES (Air Quality – Emission Studies): 1 panel and 2 platform sessions  
AQMM (Air Quality – Measurements and Monitoring): 1 panel, and 4 platform sessions 
AQMO (Air Quality – Modeling): 2 panels, and 2 platform sessions 
CLIM (Climate Change): 6 panels, and 3 platform sessions 
H&EE (Health and Environmental Effects): 1 panel, 3 platform sessions 
INDU (Industry, Power, Energy and Petroleum Manufacturing): 4 panels, and 5 platform sessions 
REGU (Regulatory and Legal): 7 panels, and 3 platform sessions 
SUST (Sustainability and Resource Conservation): 3 panels, and 3 platform sessions 
TRAN (Transportation): 1 panel, and 4 platform sessions 
WAST (Waste Management): 2 panels, and 7 platform sessions 
YPRO (Young Professionals): 3 panels, all on Wednesday. 
Note that some of the sessions cut across a couple of topic areas.  The full technical program is now 
available online at (Technical Program).   

However, to get the most out of the conference I would encourage everyone to join a Technical 
Coordinating Committee (TCC) by attending the TCC meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday over lunch.  
At the TCC meetings you can network with other professionals in the specific technical area that you 
are interested in.  To find out more about the Technical Council and the TCCs see the Technical 
Council web site (Technical Council). 

C. Flint Webb, PE, A&WMA Fellow, Tech Council Chair

ACE 2022 Sections and Chapters Council Meeting 

Please join us in-person at the 2022 ACE Sections and Chapters Council Meeting on Monday, June 27 
from 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM! During the meeting, you will:  

- Find out how to emerge successful from the pandemic

- Get updates from the President and Executive Director

- Swap tips with other section and chapter officers

Stay for the Membership Committee Meeting from 2:00 - 3:00 PM 

Check out the agenda by clicking here and let us know you will be there by completing this quick 
response form!  

http://www.awma.org/ACE2022registration
https://www.eventscribe.net/2022/2022ACE/agenda.asp?BCFO=E|G|M|P|PO|SP&pfp=FullSchedule&fa=&fb=&fc=&fd=&all=1&mode=
https://www.awma.org/techcouncil
file:///C:/Users/sphillip/OneDrive - Intertape Polymer Corp/Documents/A&WMA/Sections and Chapters Council/2022_Conduit Q2/2022 June SCC Meeting Agenda.pdf
https://www.awma.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?SurveyID=4KK3730K46mKG
https://www.awma.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?SurveyID=4KK3730K46mKG
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Air and Waste Management Association Southern Section 

2022 Southern Section Conference 
“The Future of Energy and Energy of the Future” 

 
Save the Date: September 20-22, 2022 
 
Location: Double Tree by Hilton Hotel, Chattanooga Downtown, 407 Chestnut Street 

 
The ways you can be involved in this 
exciting Conference: 
• Be a Speaker, Presenter, Panelist 
• Be a Vendor 
• Be a Sponsor 
• The Conference 
• Luncheon 
• Evening Activity  
• Break Time 
• Printing Cost 
• Be a Session Moderator 
• Be an Attendee 

 
 

For those wishing to reserve a room by August 20th at $109.00 plus taxes per night ** go to: 
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/chachdt-awm-be5a3523-4202-4bb0-992a-aa78ed76bbb8/  
(Notes:  ** This rate is good for 2 days either side of the conference.  To receive tax exempt you will 
need to be either paying with a government card or they will have to have a tax-exempt form with 
them.) 
 
For details such as suggested topics or to provide your input, please contact: 
Richard Wales 
Conference Chair 
(760) 964-0872 

 

.Leadership Training Academy - April 2022 
 
Little by little, step by step, progress is occurring 
as A&WMA joins with other organizations in 
returning to face-to-face meetings.  A critical first 
event for the Sections and Chapters Council was 
the first Leadership Training Academy (LTA) 
held in person since the pandemic.  This LTA had 
many similarities with past LTA events:   
 

• It was held from April 8 -10 over a weekend 

• Pittsburgh was the location 

• Participants came from all over US and 
Canada 

• Enthusiasm for A&WMA was cultivated in 
the attendees and faculty 

• It was fun! 
 
Continued on Page 5 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/chachdt-awm-be5a3523-4202-4bb0-992a-aa78ed76bbb8/
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.(Leadership Training Academy - April 2022 - Continued) 

 
Yet it was even more exciting than past 
events as all participants were very 
happy to get back to an in-person event 
like this.  Being able to meet in person 
had been a privilege that we took for 
granted prior to the pandemic.  We 
were all grateful that we were able to 
participate in this event and I hope the 
feeling of gratitude continues to linger 
and helps attendance at future 
A&WMA in person events. 
 
Our LTA Leader Tony van der Vooren 
led the meeting as he has done in the 
past.  We also had his heir apparent in 
that role, Michelle Karnes, helping out 
and learning the ropes.  It was a similar 
LTA agenda as prior LTA events with 

a little bit of focus on local sections and chapters breaking out of the pandemic inserted into the 
standard topics.  We had ice breakers and got to meet a diverse group of local leadership members from 
across the US and Canada.  Our A&WMA President, Nancy Meihlan Fowler, and our Executive 
Director, Stephanie Glyptis, presented on the current state of the Association.  We also had 
presentations and activities from A&WMA staff, LTA faculty, as well as University of Pittsburgh 
speaker on leadership styles.  As always, we solicit feedback from attendees and are always looking for 
ways to improve LTA.  Our fun activities included a visit to the Andy Warhol museum, meeting 
A&WMA staff, and just making connections again in person and reconnecting.  We do get a lot of 
positive feedback that the LTA is very valuable to the attendees as volunteer leaders.  We hear that they 
bring more ideas and enthusiasm back to their sections and chapters.   
 
Taking the first step toward our routine in person programming remains a challenge and this LTA 
helped move the Sections and Chapter Council a little further down the path.  I hope the sections and 
chapters that were not able to attend LTA in 2022 find a way to get to Pittsburgh for the 2023 LTA – it 
can only help your section or chapter. 
 
Continue to stay safe and I hope to see you in person in 2022 at the A&WMA ACE in San Francisco!   
 
Jim Walker, A&WMA Sections and Chapter Council Immediate Past Chair 

james.walker@cmsenergy.com 

 

mailto:james.walker@cmsenergy.com
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January 2022 Virtual S&C Council Meeting 
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The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Stephanie Phillips 
(sphillip@itape.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  
Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

Sections & Chapters Council 2022 Contacts  

Past Chair 
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Chair  
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Vice Chair  
 Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Intertape Polymer Group (IPG) 
Phone: 864.501.8966  
sphillip@itape.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

Vitality Committee Chair 
Greg Johnson 
701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA 70139 
Phone: 504-556-4115  
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section  

 

Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 
 

For more information and a complete list of upcoming events please visit:  
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

June 27 - June 30, 2022 A&WMA 115th Annual Conference & Exhibition 

September 13 - September15, 2022 Guideline on Air Quality Models Conference 

September 29 - September 30, 2022 
Freight & Environment: Ports of Entry 2022 Confer-
ence 

November 2 - November 3, 2022 New Source Review Workshop 

mailto:sphillip@itape.com?subject=SCandC%20Council%202021%20Conduit
mailto:james.walker@cmsenergy.com
mailto:Jtullier@spiritenv.com?subject=SCandC%20Council%202021%20Conduit
mailto:mhult2@mmm.com
mailto:mhult2@mmm.com
mailto:tony.vandervooren@amec.com
mailto:sphillip@itape.com?subject=SCandC%20Council%202021%20Conduit
mailto:bpalermo@rtpenv.com
mailto:mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov
mailto:GLJohnson@Liskow.com
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/27/2022&eventid=211
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/13/2022&eventid=233
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/29/2022&eventid=218
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/29/2022&eventid=218
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=11/2/2022&eventid=235

