
 

 

 
It is both sad and exciting that summer is 
coming to a close.  I love the summers living 
in Michigan with all the outdoor activities 
that rivers and beaches bring in the Great 
Lake State, but I also look forward to all the 
activities that Fall brings.  One of those 
activities I was looking forward to this year 
was the A&WMA Fall Sections and Chapters 
Council (S&CC) meeting in New Orleans.  
We were going to attempt to have our first 
S&CC meeting with an in-person element to 
it since the COVID era.  Unfortunately, the COVID era is still very 
much with us.  The increasing Louisiana COVID case load and the 
resurrection of preventive COVID protocols doomed the in-person 
element.  However, the show must go on!  We will have our S&CC 
meeting in the same virtual format as we’ve done for all of 2021.  The 
upside of the virtual element is how many more people are able to 
participate and contribute.  For a virtual meeting, we are generally not 
beholden to company approval – there is still time approval but that 
tends to be easier to receive than travel approval.  With that, I look 
forward to hearing from you on Friday, September 17th during our 

S&CC virtual conference call.  The meeting will run from 11 am to 3 pm ET — that timing is primarily 
to accommodate our West Coast friends.  Be sure to mark your calendar – which you can do by 
clicking on the meeting from the A&WMA web site. 
 

Recently, we’ve had a lot of changes to review at the S&CC meeting in regard to chapters expanding 
their boundaries.  The COVID restrictions and virtual events have led many chapters to expand their 
geographical reach beyond the boundaries listed in the by-laws.  Hopefully, other sections and chapters 
are experiencing similar success. 
 

Typically, the Fall also brings other A&WMA activities – like conferences, webinars, and workshops.  
Summer is usually the time for A&WMA social events.  Did your section and chapter have any events 
over the summer – social or otherwise?  Please bring such experiences to our upcoming S&CC meeting 
so that others may get inspired by your activities.  Also, if you found a topic that may be of interest 
beyond your Section or Chapter boundaries, consider contacting A&WMA about making it an 
Association webinar.  Check out the Webinar Revenue Sharing Policy for A&WMA Section & 
Chapters at https://www.awma.org/webinars to add a little more $ to your local coffers while 
expanding your impact and influence across the US and Canada - and sometimes beyond. 
 

Beyond the Fall S&CC meeting, I’m looking forward to some other A&WMA conferences.  There is a 
lot on the slate this fall for conferences – and I’ve been working on the planning for the Electric Power 
Transformation conference planned for October 19-20 in a virtual format.  In addition, our local 
Michigan chapters generally have a joint Fall conference event with the Michigan Bar Association, 
which is a can’t miss event. 
 

 
      Jim Walker, Sections & Chapters Council Chair 
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ACE 2022 Update 

Planning for the 115th Annual Conference and Exhibition (ACE) is well underway.  The 115th ACE will 
be held at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco June 27-30, 2022.  This is the original location of the 
113thACE in 2020 which had to go virtual due to COVID-19.  Similarly, the 116th ACE in 2023 will be 
held in Orlando, because the 2021 ACE had to be held virtually.  In 2022 we are planning to hold an in-
person conference! 
 
The conference theme for 2022 is Science & Sustainable Global Communities. The conference will 
address the environmental impacts on communities in the United States and around the world, and 
sustainable solutions to these impacts guided by science.  The theme for the Mini Symposium is 
Inclusive Environmental Solutions.  The Mini Symposium will include a complete track of sessions that 
will focus on multi-disciplinary and innovative approaches to tackle our energy needs, decarbonization, 
and current and emerging environmental impacts.  In addition to the Mini Symposium there will be 
multiple concurrent sessions covering more specific areas of interests, including atmospheric processes 
and measurements; environmental management; industry, power, government and indigenous 
environmental affairs sectors; and sustainability, climate change, resource conservation and waste 
management.  Sessions will be concurrent based on the abstracts submitted, so if there is something you 
would like to present, you are invited to submit an abstract to ensure that it is covered.   
 
The abstract submission website should be set up by October 1st (if not earlier).  The website will accept 
abstracts for:  panels; platform or technical poster sessions; or poster presentations in one single poster 
session.  Authors of panel submissions will be expected to organize the panel, including inviting 
panelists.  The Technical Council will attempt to accommodate all platform or technical poster 
presentation requests in initial session planning.  However, it may not be possible to accommodate all 
platform or technical poster abstracts into coherent platform sessions initially, so there may be some 
abstracts that may need to be initially accommodated as posters in the singular poster session.  Some of 
the abstracts that may initially be accepted only for poster presentation may later be included in 
platform sessions.  The goal will be to have full coherent sessions in all time slots. 

 
California has been a global leader in environmental policy 
and technology; frequently policies and regulations start in 
California and are then taken up by the rest of the country, 
and the rest of the world. Understanding the lessons learned 
from California’s groundbreaking will help us all make 
better environmental policy.  Attending next year’s ACE 
will be a must for environmental scientists, regulators and 
the regulated community! 
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2020 Membership Performance Recognition Program 
 

As we slowly emerge from the pandemic, we would like to recognize the 
heroic efforts of our sections and chapters in maintaining continued interaction 
and timely and relevant content for our membership.  Though there has been a 
decline in total membership since early 2020 of more than ten percent (-10%), 
we have recently seen growth, especially among Young Professionals and 
Students.  Many of our sections and chapters were able to maintain their 
membership numbers through this challenging period.  In addition, the remote 
collaboration skills and technologies applied will undoubtedly prove beneficial 
going forward.  
 
The Membership Performance Recognition Program recognizes the top 
sections and chapters with high membership growth rates, or in the case of 
2020, those sections and chapters maintaining their pre-pandemic numbers.  
Winning sections and chapters qualify by having a membership rate among 
the top 20% of all A&WMA sections and chapters, respectively, and must 
complete a questionnaire when notified. 
 
For the 2020 awards, recognition is provided in A&WMA publications such as 
this article and at upcoming and recent A&WMA meetings, such as the virtual 

Sections and Chapters Meeting on June 8, 2021, and includes a letter from Brian Bunger, the A&WMA 
President.  In addition, the Top One or Two (1 or 2) Sections and Chapters, as evaluated by their 
completed questionnaires, are recipients of a free A&WMA webinar registration.  The winning 
organizations also get to use the Blue Ribbon Logo below in their 2021 communications.  
 

Please help me congratulate the following sections and chapters to be recognized for their 2020 
Membership Performance, membership promotion activities, and dedication to the growth of A&WMA:  
 

Chapters                                                 Sections                           
Big Bend    Florida  
*Channel Islands   Midwest 
Coastal Plains    *Upper Midwest 
Eastern New York   *West Coast 
Genesee Finger Lakes 
Mojave Desert 
Orange County 
West Virginia 

 
*Recipient of a Free A&WMA Webinar Registration 

 
From a review of their completed questionnaires, some of the top membership retention and 
development strategies include working with local colleges and universities to recruit new young 
professional members, geographic expansion led by a local area champion, identification of target 
industries, and a focus on growing organizational members. 
 

Mike Hult, A&WMA Membership Chair and Sections & Chapters Council Vice Chair Elect 
mwhult2@mmm.com 
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Leadership Training Academy 

 

Sections and Chapters should start planning now for the 
2022 Leadership Training Academy!  The A&WMA 
Leadership Training Academy will be held in Pittsburgh, PA 
on April 8 - April 10, 2022.  Attendees will learn how 
A&WMA operates, how to become a better leader, and best 
practices from other sections and chapters.   
 
Sections and Chapters should begin planning to send 
members.  Stay tuned for registration details and other 
information as we get closer to the Academy date.  

 

 
Upcoming Conferences and 

Webinars 
 

For more information and a complete list of up-
coming events please visit:  

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

September 17, 2021 Sections & Chapters Council Fall Meeting 

September 22, 2021 
Risk Communication: Avoiding Missteps and Over-
coming Outrage Webinar  

September 23 – 24, 2021 
Advancements in Vapor Intrusion and Emerging   
Contaminant Air Quality Issues 

October 4 – 8, 2021 
Atmospheric Optics: Aerosols, Visibility, and the   
Radiative Balance 

October 19 – 20, 2021 
Electric Power Transformation: 2021 MEGA Sympo-
sium on Policies and Technologies for Clean, Reliable, 
and Cost-effective Energy 

December 1 – 2, 2021 
Climate Change 2021 Virtual Conference: The Push to 
Carbon Neutrality, Adaptation, and Resiliency 

December 8 – 9, 2021 46th Annual Information Exchange 

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/17/2021&eventid=220
https://www.awma.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=714
https://www.awma.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=714
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2021&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/4/2021&eventid=99
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/19/2021&eventid=173
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/19/2021&eventid=173
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=10/19/2021&eventid=173
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=12/1/2021&eventid=210
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=12/1/2021&eventid=210
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=12/8/2021&eventid=219
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Intertape Polymer Group (IPG) 
Phone: 864.501.8966  
sphillip@itape.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

 

Sections & Chapters Council 2021 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Stephanie Phillips 
(sphillip@itape.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  
Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

June 2021 Virtual S&C Council Meeting 
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