
 

 

 

The holiday season is now in our rear-view 
mirror.  I hope it was a fun and enjoyable 
time for everyone but sometimes it can be 
stressful.  That is because it can involve lots 
of planning and coordination among family    

and friends.  Sometimes the focus is on 
planning a meal, travel arrangements, guest 
accommodations, religious observances, 
buying presents, getting presents – or all of 
those things!  Ultimately, beyond the task 
focused elements of the season, it is supposed 
to be fun and enjoyable.   If the season is not 
bringing joy, we need to step back and figure out a way to correct that 
– if too late for now, for future seasons.   
 
I have a similar outlook in regard to upcoming A&WMA events.  
There is a lot of planning and coordination that can be stressful, but 
ultimately it should be a fun interaction.  I try to focus on including fun 
in the equation when these tasks come upon me.  Sometimes to relieve 
some of the stress, you need to reach out to others.  If you are really 
lucky, you find people that really step up and make an A&WMA event 
impactful and fun.  This happened at the A&WMA Fall Section and 
Chapters Council meeting in Austin, TX.  It was a great time and a 
really beneficial event thanks to the effort of the Southwest Section and 

the chapters in Texas.  Kevin Smith, Chair of the Southwest Section, demonstrated great leadership in 
making this meeting come together and ensuring that the chapters in the Southwest section benefited 
from attending. 
 
Some sections and chapters have completed their 2020 plans and some are still in the 2020 planning 
stages.  This may mean elections, finalizing the budget together, and ensure that certain tasks have been 
assigned.  Some of the meetings that may impact budget are the January Intercouncil meetings in and 
Fall Sections & Chapters Council meeting. Some local units subsidize volunteer attendance at these 
events in their budgets.  The Intercouncil meetings occurred on January 25, 2019 in San Francisco, CA.  
This included our Sections and Chapters Council meeting as well as the other Councils: Education, 
Young Professional Advisory, and Technical.  The Tech Council has Annual Conference & Exhibition 
(ACE) planning meetings in the days leading up to the Inter-council meetings as well.  It is 
recommended that each section and chapter get a representative to Sections and Chapters Council 
meetings so they are aware of the latest activities and that their voice is heard.   
 
Also, the Annual Report season is already upon us.  Last year, we launched our new Annual Report 
platform after the West Coast Section had kindly provided the platform for so many years.  We are 
thankful to the West Coast Section for their efforts, particularly Mohan Balagopalan, but we are 
grateful that the system is on the A&WMA website and we no longer have to burden them with this 
task.  I thought that on the whole, everyone did a great job in handling the new Annual Report system 
last year and some of the quirks that came with it.  The most challenging quirk may be that only one 
person per local unit per browser can complete the report.  We did put together a Periodic Online 
Sharing Session (POSS) on the annual report last March.  This can be accessed from the A&WMA 
website as well as the Annual Report Checklist and Instructions.   
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Chair Message (continued from page 1) 

 

If your section or chapter has completed enough activities, you may be win the Minasian or chapter 
Cup Award. 
 
When it comes to awards, we also have our Membership Committee Chair, Mike Hult, working on the 
Membership Performance Recognition Program.  Hopefully, you caught his Fall Membership POSS he 
did with Tracy Fedkoe from the A&WMA staff.  The membership performance program recognizes 
sections and chapters that do a great job in retaining and attracting members.  If the section and chapter 
win the Membership Performance Recognition Award, they are recognized at the ACE and get a free 
webinar.  There are also some individual member incentive programs out there to attract new members.  
Perhaps you have a friend that would be interested in attending local A&WMA events – ask them about 
volunteering more and joining A&WMA!  
 
As a reminder, The Conduit is one of the communication tools of the Sections and Chapters Council.  
You are receiving this issue because you have been identified as a leader for your chapter or section 
through the completion of the annual report or because of some other supplemental communication to 
A&WMA headquarters on your local unit leadership.   The articles in Conduit are meant to keep you 
informed on past and future Section and Chapter Council events and other relevant A&WMA activities 
that may be of interest to you, your leadership team, and your membership.  The information in the 
Conduit is intended to be shared with local leadership team.  Part of your role as a leader of a chapter or 
section is to avail yourself and your local unit to the resources that available through the Section and 
Chapter Council.  We also hope to have you contribute to our activities with your energy and ideas.   
 
On behalf of the Council and the Association, I want to thank you for all the time and energy you invest 
in A&WMA as a volunteer leader.  Thank you for your efforts and keep up the great work!  I hope to 
see you at a Council event soon! 
 
      Jim Walker 
      Chair, Sections & Chapters Council 

 

A&WMA Revenue Sharing Webinar Policy  
 

 

Hosting an A&MWA webinar is an easy way for your Section or Chapter to plan an event and make a 
little money as well. In order to share the revenue appropriately, A&WMA has created a new policy to 
save individuals money, benefit Sections and Chapters, and cover our costs for producing and 
delivering the online content in our Webinars.  
 
Effective starting in March 2020, Sections and Chapters hosting an A&WMA produced webinar 
(viewed live or recorded) and assessing an event fee to attendees viewing the A&WMA webinar 
session are required to advise the A&WMA Headquarters office and will be invoiced on a sliding scale 
based upon the number of attendees and whether the webinar is a single event or series.  
 
Prices start at $295 and custom pricing can be created for Webinar events over 50 attendees. Within 10 
days after the event, a representative of the Section/Chapter will be required to submit an attendee 
roster.  
 
As a member benefit, members referenced on the roster will receive a Certificate of Participation for 
free that may be used for Continuing Education purposes. Non-members can request a Certificate of 
Participation from the A&WMA Online Store for $25. 
 
Find the full details and plan your Webinar event now!  

https://www.awma.org/files/Sections%20and%20Chapters%20Council/Section_Chapter%20Webinar%20Pricing%20Policy_2020.pdf
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Highlighting ACE 2020 
 

• Registration is open!! Register Here. 

• The Preliminary Session Schedule is now available here!  

• Keynote Plenary Session – "Environmental Challenges for Transportation" Tuesday, June 

30, 8:30 am – 10:30 am  (Details on the Keynote) 

• The 50th Annual A&WMA Critical Review: Wildfire and Prescribed Burning Impacts on Air 

Quality in the United States 

• Expand your knowledge and attend on site tours of San Francisco facilities on the cutting -

edge of technology and environmental practices. A list of available Technical Tours can be 

found here.  

• Looking to learn more about San Francisco and plan your visit? Explore what San Francisco 

has to offer.   

• To view the Association’s current A&WMA Annual Conference & Exhibition COVID-19 Statement 

click here. 

Upcoming S&C Events 
 

 June  29, 2020  Sections & Chapters Council meeting (San Francisco, CA) 

 Fall 2020 Annual Fall Sections & Chapters Council Meeting (New Orleans, LA) 

 

Cancelled or Rescheduled Events:  
The Association and local Sections and Chapters continue to monitor the COVID 19 situation closely. 
The events below have been rescheduled or cancelled. For additional details on rescheduled events, 
please visit the event website. This should not be considered a comprehensive list as decisions are being 
made continuously.  
 
Annual Leadership Training Academy (Pittsburgh, PA) 
(Cancelled) April 24-26, 2020 
All registrants will be contacted by email.  
 
Gulf Coast Chapter Annual Conference  
(Being Rescheduled) 
April 16, 2020, Houston, TX 
Currently working to identify new dates later in 2020 at the same location. 
 
Community Wildfire Recovery: Environmental and Public Health Perspectives  
(Rescheduled) 
August 18—19, 2020 
  
A&WMA NSR Workshop  
(Rescheduled) 
September 1-2, 2020, Atlanta, GA  

https://www.awma.org/ace2020registration
https://www.awma.org/ace2020techprogram
https://www.awma.org/ace2020keynote
https://www.awma.org/acecriticalreview
https://www.awma.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=420
https://www.awma.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=521
https://www.awma.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=521
https://www.awma.org/Files/ACE%202020/A&WMA%20COVID-19%20Statement.pdf
https://www.awma-gcc.org/index.php/conferences/
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/14/2020&eventid=143
https://www.awma.org/nsrworkshop
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2019 Annual Reports Due March 31, 2020 
 
The Annual Report is your chance to tell the Sections & Chapters Council and the rest of the 
Association about all of the great things you have been doing for your members, the environmental 
profession, and the community.  
 
A new, user-friendly format was put in place last year and remains this year!  If you missed the POSS 
on how to use the new format, you can view it at the Annual Report link mentioned below. 
 
The site is now live and accepting your 2019 reports, which are due March 31, 2020. Only timely 
submissions can be considered for the Minasian and Chapter Cup Awards, which will be conferred at 
the Annual Conference in June. And, not that we ever anticipate getting late reports, but we still want 
your submissions even if you can’t quite make the March 31 deadline. 
 
Before you get started, please review the instructions 
below and gather all of the information in the 
checklist before you start the process online. Choose 
ONE person designated to enter the information 
into the survey.  This person will be able to go back 
and add or change responses at a later date and the 
information will be saved, but it will have to be done 
from the same IP address (both computer and 
browser) that started the survey.  Please do not start a 
second survey for your section or chapter.  
 
All the details and link to prepare the Annual Report 
can be found at https://www.awma.org/annualreport. 
Don’t miss your chance to tell us everything your 
Section / Chapter did in 2019! 

 

Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 
For more information and a complete list of upcoming events please visit: https://www.awma.org/
calendar_list.asp. 

May 14, 2020 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Rocky Mountain States Section Air Quality 
Conference  

June 29, 2020 – July 2, 2020 113th Annual Conference & Exhibition  

August 18, 2020 – August 19, 2020 
Community Wildfire Recovery: Environmental and 
Public Health Perspectives  

September 15, 2020 –
 September 17, 2020 

The Science of PFAS: Chemistry, Health, and 
Multimedia Measurements  

September 22, 2020 –
 September 24, 2020 

EPI and QEP – Environmental Science, Management, 
and Policy Review Course  

September 23, 2020 –
 September 24, 2020 

Advancements in Vapor Intrusion and Emerging 
Contaminant Air Quality Issues  

https://www.awma.org/annualreport
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/14/2020&eventid=137
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=5/14/2020&eventid=137
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=6/29/2020&eventid=148
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/14/2020&eventid=143
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/14/2020&eventid=143
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/15/2020&eventid=153
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/15/2020&eventid=153
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/22/2020&eventid=152
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/22/2020&eventid=152
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2020&eventid=144
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=9/23/2020&eventid=144
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 
Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

 

Sections & Chapters Council 2020 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Jennifer Tullier 
(JTullier@spiritenv.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success 
stories.  Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

2020 S&C Council Intercouncil Meeting 
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