Official Observers of the 2025 United Nations Conference on Climate Change

Someone asked recently about the background of our COP30 A&WMA official observers and
the process for selecting them. Here is our understanding of the process as well as the bios of
the 2025 official observers.

First, regarding the process, here is a summary from A&WMA’s 2025 President Leah Blinn in
the September 2025 issue of EM: The Magazine for Environmental Managers.

“... the Association received official status as an observer for the 24th Conference of the
Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
in 2018. Since then, A&AWMA has selected delegates to attend COP as the Association’s
official observers based on member interest, expectations that the member would
represent the Association’s interests, and the ability of the designated participants to
pay their own expenses.

... We had a number of Association members express interest in utilizing the official
observer status at COP 30. We are fortunate to have observer status that allows us to
have a better insight into the conference proceedings. With the observer status,
Association members chosen to attend COP 30 are able to witness many of the meetings
and presentations during the conference. Those candidates chosen as the Association’s
official observers will be communicating back to the members in real time through a
blog that will be available to all A&AWMA members through the Association website.

Given that our Association is a truly international association, with members spanning
the globe, it’s important that we all educate ourselves on global environmental concerns.
After all, our mission is to assist in the professional development and critical
environmental decision-making of our members to benefit society—all of society no
matter if it’s our neighbor next door or our neighbor across the globe.”

And secondly, here are the bios of the 2025 official observers.

Dr. “Ram” Raghavan Ramanan a Cofounder and Chief Scientific Officer at ImpactEdge

Inc., is a Fulbright Leadership Scholar, and a globally recognized expert in Sustainability, ESG
and CSR in corporate (ExxonMobil), consulting (AECOM, ICF and Trinity), and academic
environments (lllinois Institute of Technology, Desert Research Institute and Indian Institute of
Technology). He is a Board Member and Chairs the Education Council of Air & Waste
Management Association International. He also serves as a Board Member and Chairs the
Sustainability Council at the WHEELS Global Foundation, the social impact arm of PANIIT.

Dr. Ramanan has led and participated in many industry organizations and professional



associations to promote environmental and sustainability disciplines. He has served as a
member of the World Economic Forum and Echoing Green Climate Change Brain Trust, and a
member of the GRI Academic Committee. has authored multiple books, presented and
published scientific, technical, and management
papers as well as thought leadership briefings
worldwide. He has provided executive briefings to
environmental ministry experts from former
Soviet Union nations, industry and government
leaders of the Nigerian oil and gas sector, Reserve
Bank of India research wing, the Conference Board
USA, Northern Trust, and so on.

Dr. Ramanan has a PhD, Env. Sc. (Engineering), UT
Dallas; MBA (Executive), McCombs, The UT Austin;
MS in Chemical Engineering, Bombay University, B.
Tech. (Honors) in Chemical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, India. He is a
Professional Engineer in Texas, UK, and India.

Merlyn Hough, PE, BCEE is currently Adjunct Faculty in environmental engineering and science
at the University of Portland. He served 15 years as Executive Director of the Lane Regional Air
Protection Agency (LRAPA) in Springfield-Eugene, Oregon. Before LRAPA, he worked 31 years as
environmental engineer, manager and scientist for
the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality.

Merlyn is a professional environmental and civil
engineer, with degrees from Oregon State University
and the University of Portland. He is a 1998 Fellow of
the Air & Waste Management Association and
served as A&AWMA President in 2012. Merlyn has
been a board-certified environmental engineer by
the American Academy of Environmental Engineers
& Scientists since 1984 and represented A&WMA on
the AAEES Board of Trustees in 2013-2020.

Ram Ramanan and Merlyn Hough, as official A&AWMA observers of COP30, will be
communicating back to the A&AWMA members in real time through a blog that will be available
to all members through the Association website. Posts from COP30 and previous COPs can be
found on the A&QWMA blog page at: https://www.awma.org/blog home.asp.



https://www.awma.org/blog_home.asp

