
 

 

These are interesting days at A&WMA.  
A&WMA is effectively a decentralized 
organization with local volunteer leaders 
directing sections and chapters in accordance 
with their own by-laws that must comport 
with certain requirements of the mother 
association.  International A&WMA is also 
led by volunteer leaders with many activities 
done by A&WMA staff.  As such, 
A&WMA’s progress through managing the 
COVID pandemic is different among 
International A&WMA and the associated 
sections and chapters – and the progress of the sections and chapters 
compared to each other are fractured along geographical areas.  
Some of our sections and chapters are emerging from virtual 
programming with in-person programming and doing so with great 
success.  Others are still basically locked down and the traditional 
programming has not been resurrected with little to no progress in 
moving to virtual programming.  Some have expanded through 

virtual programming and greater outreach without geographical limitations, while others have not 
moved forward very much.   
 

A key component to move toward in-person programming is government and companies allowing 
their employees to attend and/or participate in such events.  For example, while EPA may be 
conducting site inspections, they have not been allowing their employees to attend A&WMA events 
(or other in-person events as far as I know).  I think that some state and local agencies are attending 
A&WMA events while others are not.   
 

In Michigan, we recently had our annual conference put on jointly through the West Michigan 
Chapter, East Michigan Chapter, and the Environmental Section of the Michigan State Bar 
Association.  This conference was virtual over 4 half-day events that consisted of state leaders, air 
issues, waste issues, and environmental justice.  There was significant participation from the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) – but it was all a virtual 
event.  The attendance was good, even if it did not reach the same levels of attendees of the annual 
conference in person that occurred pre-COVID.  The local A&WMA chapters and state bar 
association received some revenue, but not as much as before.  In contrast, the A&WMA Louisiana 
Section held its first in-person two-day conference since the COVID pandemic and it was a great 
success – the number of attendees approached 300, which is very similar to pre-COVID levels.  There 
was also good participation from exhibitors and sponsors.  Although they did not have EPA 
participate in person, one key element of their success was the in-person participation of the local 
regulatory agencies.  
 

I think starting to take the first step toward our routine in person programming is a challenge.  There 
has been no specific announcement that everything is ok to go back to normal (and there won’t be) so 
there is uncertainty.  Obviously, significant health concerns remain with the pandemic.  No one likes 
being sick and there are potential deadly impacts – but it seems like we are moving toward looking at 
it as we look at other risks in our lives.  At some point, we need to move forward.  I encourage you to 
discuss with your leaders what that decision point may look like for your local section or chapter.  
Continued on Page 2 
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Chair’s Message  (continued from Page 1) 

 
At this point, the Sections and Chapters Council is planning on holding the Leadership Training 
Academy (LTA) in person on April 8-10, 2022, in Pittsburgh.  If this moves forward as planned, it 
will be the first LTA in two years, and I encourage the local sections and chapters to consider this 
now in their budget and who may be the right person to attend.  It is good for someone to plan far 
ahead for LTA as it is a weekend event and people’s schedules fill up on weekends.  I’ve had many 
discussions with local leaders that have been disappointed with the absence of the LTA and ideas on 
how to backfill this loss.  We have replaced some of the content through our Periodic On-line Sharing 
Sessions (POSSes), but despite our best efforts, everyone recognizes that these POSSes do not match 
the effectiveness of the LTA.  Based on this, I do think having your section or chapter participate in 
this LTA is a logical step forward in deciding how and when to navigate the return to in-person 
programming. 
 
This is my last Conduit column as your Chair of the Sections and Chapters Council (S&CC).  The 
S&CC Chair has an automatic place on the A&WMA Board of Directors and that also means my time 
of service on the Board is coming to an end.  It has been an honor to serve and I’m going to miss 
serving the A&WMA mission in this role as well as the camaraderie of a great group of people.  
However, I will continue to serve behind the scenes as the Past Chair of the S&CC.  I told the 
incoming Chair, Jennifer Tullier, my goal is to help her as much as Greg Johnson, the current past 
Chair, helped me out during my three-year term.  That is setting the bar high as Greg has been a great 
resource and rarely, if ever, missed a meeting.  I have every confidence that Jennifer and the new Vice
-chair, Mike Hult, are going to do a superb job.  This role has been a lot of fun and a great learning 
experience.  I would do it all over again.  If you like the idea of making more friends, having fun, and 
serving A&WMA, I encourage you to consider getting more involved with the S&CC – or other areas 
like Young Professionals or Tech Council.  In addition to the fun and professional development 
leadership opportunities, this involvement really helps bring added insight into the potential for your 
local section or chapter. 
 
Continue to stay safe and I hope to see you in person in 2022 at an A&WMA event!   
Jim Walker, A&WMA Sections and Chapter Council Chair  

 
Honoring 30 Years of Volunteer Leadership - William “Bill” Palermo, P. E. 

 

With over thirty years of volunteer leadership, the Louisiana Sec-
tion had the privilege of honoring one of the Association’s most 
dedicated volunteers, William J. “Bill” Palermo.  During the Lou-
isiana Section Annual Conference (LSAC), attendees celebrated 
Bill’s commitment to the Association with a heartfelt thanks and a 
$1,000 donation to the Tulane University School of Science and 
Engineering Scholarship Fund in his name. 
 
Bill Palermo is a Principal with RTP Environmental Associates, 
Inc. practices Multi-media environmental engineering and con-
sulting. Bill graduated from Tulane University of Louisiana in 
1968 with a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, after 
which he served as a commissioned officer in the United States 
Air Force until 1973. In 1999, Bill opened the Louisiana office of 
RTP and was the Managing Principal until 2018, where he re-
mains associated. 
 
Continued on Page 3 
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Honoring 30 Years of Volunteer Leadership - William “Bill” Palermo, P. E. 
(continued from page 2) 

 

 
Like many members of the Association, Bill’s 
membership began when he registered for a Clean 
Air Act conference in 1991. He quickly became 
involved in the leadership of the Louisiana Section 
and has served in numerous roles including the 
Section Chair and as Special Director on the Board 
for over a decade. Bill stewarded creation of the LA 
Section newsletter, The Monitor, local volunteer 
leadership trainings and strategic planning events. 
In 1997, Bill began his long involvement at the 
international leadership level of the Association 
when he was elected as Vice-Chair of the Sections 
& Chapters Council (S&CC). In addition to the six-
year term in the Vice Chair/Chair role with S&CC, 
he was later elected as a Director to the A&WMA 

Board of Directors (BOD) and continued to serve the S&CC as Finance and Governance Committee 
Chair until 2018.  
 
Bill was instrumental in the selection of New Orleans by the Association’s BOD as the site of the 99th 
Annual Conference & Exhibition (ACE) in 2006 and the 109th ACE in 2016, serving as General 
Conference Chair for both. He has been a continuing contributor to the LSAC, arranging for the 
involvement and participation of such national clean air act experts as Bill Wehrum, Ken Weiss, and 
Gary McCutchen for the development of a Clean Air Act Update session, which brought some of the 
best of ACE to the LSAC for nearly a decade. Bill has always been a champion for innovation in the 
Association’s products and services for membership, serving as Chair of the program development 
committee and as Co-Chair with John Seitz for the Association’s first conference on climate change in 
2008.  
 
The Louisiana Section has been fortunate to be 
Bill’s “home”, but we’re incredibly proud of his 
contributions to the Association which extend 
far beyond our state borders. His most important 
work is much more difficult to measure with a 
board or committee position. Bill has provided 
leadership, mentorship, and friendship to so 
many over the course of thirty years with the 
Association.  
 
We greatly appreciate Bill’s commitment and 
dedication over all of these many years. He 
made a positive and lasting impact on the 
Association, the profession, and (most 
importantly) many individuals and their careers. 
We hope that the Louisiana Section’s donation 
to Tulane in Bill’s name helps to continue that 
work in some small way. 
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Leadership Training Academy 
 

Sections and Chapters should start planning now for the 2022 
Leadership Training Academy!  The A&WMA Leadership 
Training Academy will be held in Pittsburgh, PA on April 8 - 
April 10, 2022.  Attendees will learn how A&WMA operates, 
how to become a better leader, and best practices from other 
sections and chapters.   
 
Sections and Chapters should begin planning to send 
members.  Stay tuned for registration details and other 
information as we get closer to the Academy date.  

 

 
Upcoming Conferences and Webinars 

 
For more information and a complete list of upcoming events please visit:  

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 21, 2022 
11:00 - 3:00 PM (ET) 

Virtual Intercouncil Meeting 

March 8 – March 10, 2022 
Air Quality Measurement Methods and Technology 
Conference 

April 6 - April 7, 2022 
Freight & Environment: Ports of Entry 2022 Confer-
ence 

April 8 - April 10, 2022 Leadership Training Academy 

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/18/2022&eventid=226
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=3/8/2022&eventid=213
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=3/8/2022&eventid=213
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/6/2022&eventid=218
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/6/2022&eventid=218
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=4/8/2022&eventid=158


A&WMA S&CC December 2021 
Page 5 

 

Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Intertape Polymer Group (IPG) 
Phone: 864.501.8966  
sphillip@itape.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
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The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Stephanie Phillips 
(sphillip@itape.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  
Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

September 2021 Virtual S&C Council 
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