
A&WMA cost burden, we were loath to cancel it as we strongly 
believe it develops great volunteer leaders and enthusiasm.  And great volunteer leaders and enthusiasm 
is the engine that runs the Association. 

A similar process followed with the ACE and the associated Council meetings as everything planned 
for San Francisco in June went virtual.  Normally, the Council meetings are timed to coincide with 
ACE to allow people already traveling to ACE to be able to attend them in person.  In the virtual 
meeting world, we believed it was better to provide a little distance for the Sections and Chapters 
Council meeting, so we scheduled it for the Thursday prior to the ACE.  As it is difficult to sit through 
an all-day virtual meeting, we cut the agenda in half and timed it to optimize all the North American 
time zones.  I think more planning went into this meeting than prior Section and Chapter Council 
meetings with concerns about technology and potential dead time.  Our vice-chair, Jennifer Tullier, did 
an outstanding job of preparing for this meeting.  The outcome of these decisions and preparations was 
a very successful Sections and Chapters Council meeting!  We had record participation with over 25 
sections and chapters represented.  The audience was very engaged and active in the discussion. 
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COVID-19 pandemic.  In person meetings were planned and then 
canceled or postponed.  But now that we have come to accept this new 
reality, we must start to plan in a different way this fall. 
When the pandemic started to hit our daily lives with full force in 
March 2020, the Section and Chapters Council was evaluating Annual  
Reports and planning for the Leadership Training Academy (LTA) in 
April.  Although we were lulled into delays as described above, we  
eventually completed the Annual Report review and notified the 2019 
winners at the Annual Conference & Exhibition (ACE).  The West  
Coast Section won the Minasian Award and the Georgia Chapter won 
the Chapter Cup award.  Both units did great things in 2019 and the  
annual report reflected their achievements. 
We were working with LTA faculty on the agenda and presentations 
as April approached for the LTA.  We stayed in touch with A&WMA  
leadership and waited until it was clear that this pandemic was not 
going away prior to regretfully canceling this event.  It was clearly the 
right decision.  The very activities that make the LTA weekend so 
impactful: bringing in people from all over North America to share 
their experiences, breakout activities, and socializing – are the very  
things that spread the virus.  Even though LTA is an activity that is an 
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Chair Message (continued from page 1)

People have often said the greatest value from the Section and Chapters Council meetings is hearing 
the challenges and solutions being experienced in other sections and chapters.  With over 45 sections 
and chapters, chances are pretty good that if you are having an issue someone else has experienced it as 
well.  For this most recent meeting, most of the discussion was on operating under the COVID-19 
pandemic.  While some sections and chapters had experienced some negative financial impacts from 
having to cancel events, others had expanded their influence as more people were able to participate in 
their virtual events.  There was also discussion on the challenges on hosting local virtual events.  Our 
opportunity is now we can reach out to more people that have not had the proximity or perhaps the 
budget to participate in prior local section and chapter events.   

The other opportunity may be in some of the unique circumstances presented by COVID-19.  Did 
companies retrofit their plants in your area to help produce medical equipment to support local first 
responders.  What were the environmental challenges in doing that?  Did it require working with your 
local regulators?  Would your members be interested in hearing about these types of issues? 

The Sections and Chapters Council is now busy planning for the Fall Section and Chapters Council 
Meeting, scheduled for October 3 & 4 in New Orleans.  The debate has been on-going about whether 
there will be any in-person element of this meeting.  Right now, we know for sure that there will be an 
opportunity to call or zoom or join me into the meeting.  There will be some virtual content – and it 
may be all virtual content.  If we go fully virtual, we will likely move the meeting to a weekday.   

I encourage you to make time for this upcoming Sections and Chapters Council meeting – especially if 
your section and chapter is feeling some challenges.  I’m sure you will find some potential solutions 
and you may be able to help others as well.  I also encourage you to think of content that you can still 
provide to your membership via virtual formats.  Beyond Section and Chapter council meetings, there 
are other resources to explore to develop program content.  Keep an eye on items in the pull- down 
EVENTS on the A&WMA web page.  Also, the Technical Council can be a great resource for program 
content – they can also be contacted via the A&WMA web page in the ABOUT section under 
Leadership and Governance or see the Technical Council articles below for contact information.    

Please continue to keep a positive attitude and look for opportunities within the challenges of today.  
On behalf of the Council and the Association, please stay healthy and thank you for all the time and 
energy you invest in A&WMA as a volunteer leader.  I hope to “see” you at a Council event soon! 

Jim Walker 
Chair, Sections & Chapters Council 

Understanding the Conduit 

As a reminder, the Conduit is one of the communication tools of the 
Sections and Chapters Council.  You are receiving this issue because you 
have been identified as a leader for your chapter or section through the 
completion of the annual report or because of some other supplemental 
communication to A&WMA headquarters on your local unit leadership.   
The articles in Conduit are meant to keep you informed on past and future 
Section and Chapter Council events and other relevant A&WMA 
activities that may be of interest to you, your leadership team, and your 
membership.  The information in the Conduit is intended to be shared 
with local leadership team.  Part of your role as a leader of a chapter or 
section is to avail yourself and your local unit to the resources that 
available through the Section and Chapter Council.  We also hope to have 
you contribute to our activities with your energy and ideas.   
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2021 Leadership Training Academy (LTA) 
April 9-11, 2021 

Make plans now to ensure your section or chapter sends a representative.   
Save the dates for a great weekend in Pittsburgh and get the tools needed to run your section or 
chapter, increase membership, and network with other leaders. The cost will be $400 per attendee and 
includes the workshop, networking, meals, and social events.  Visit www.awma.org/LTA for details.  

This program was created exclusively for our volunteers to strengthen your leadership skills, give you ideas that 
can be implemented within your local member units committees, councils and boards, and provide you with 
outstanding networking opportunities. Nearly all of our current board members and committee chairs started 
their commitment to A&WMA with the Leadership Training Academy. This will be your connection to 
exciting ideas, essential tools, and exceptional people. Learn how A&WMA operates, how you can become a 
better leader, and best practices from other sections and chapters.  

Make your plans to ensure a representative (or two!) from your section or chapter can attend this 
exceptional workshop.   

A look back at 2019 LTA 

http://www.awma.org/LTA
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Join A&WMA’s Technical Council to Enhance the Association’s 
Technical Resources  

Readers of Conduit probably know about the Sections and Chapters Council and its role in A&WMA. 
What you may not have heard as much about are the other Councils. In particular, this message is to give 
you a better idea about A&WMA’s Technical Council (TC), its role and the many ways in which you can 
participate and volunteer your technical knowledge and expertise towards TC activities.  
The Technical Council provides the Association with specialized expertise, developing the technical 
program for the Association’s Annual Conference & Exhibition (ACE), conducting specialty conferences, 
providing resources for workshops, webinars, joint society-sponsored meetings and seminars, conducting 
and reporting on state-of-the-art studies, providing technical review capability to governmental and other 
organizations, and participating with regulatory groups to guide future regulatory direction.  
The TC structure includes four (4) major groups. Each Group has two to three Divisions (total of 10 
Divisions and within each Division, there are multiple Technical Coordinating Committees (TCCs), 
which are at the heart of the technical resources of the Association.  The TC structure is shown below: 

Atmospheric Processes and Measurements (Air Group) 
Atmospheric Processes Division (AP) with 3 TCCs: Atmospheric Chemistry (APC); 

Atmospheric Modeling and Meteorology (APM); and Visibility and Radiative Transfer 
(APV) 

Measurements, Monitoring and Controls Division (AA) with 3 TCCs: Measurement Techniques 
and Instrumentation (AAM); Emission Inventory and Data Application (AAE); and Control 
Technologies (AAC) 

Environmental Management (EM Group) 
Effects and Exposure Division (EE) with 3 TCCs: Health Effects and Exposure (HEE); Risk 

Assessment and EHS Management (RAM); and Odors (ODR) 
Program Administration Division (EP) with 3 TCCs: Regulations, Legal Issues and Permitting 

(REG); Economics, Partnering and Environmental Leadership IEPE); and Public 
Participation (PUB) 

Transportation Division (ET) with 3 TCCs: On and Off Road Mobile Sources (OMS); 
Transportation Policies and Land Use (PLU); and Community Noise and Vibration (CNV) 

Industrial, Power, Government and Indigenous Sectors (IPGI Group) 
Industry and Nanotechnology Division (IN) with 3 TCCs: Petroleum, Industry and Mining 

(PIM); Power Generation and Renewable Energy (PWR); and Nanotechnologies (NAN) 
Governmental Facilities and Indigenous Environmental Affairs Division (GI) with 2 TCCs: 

Governmental Facilities (FED); and Indigenous Environmental Affairs (IEA) 
Sustainability, Climate Change, Resource Conservation and Waste Management (SCRWM 

Group) 
Sustainability and Resource Conservation Division (SR) with 2 TCCs: Sustainability (SUS); and 

Resource Conservation (SRC) 
Climate Change Impacts, Mitigation and Adaptation Division (CC) with 2 TCCs: Climate 

Change Policy, Strategy and Regulations (CCP); and Climate Change Impacts and 
Adaptation (CCI) 

Waste Management/Processing, Waste-to-Energy and Bioenergy Division (WM) with 2 TCCs: 
Waste Resource Recovery, Processing and Bioenergy (WMB); Waste Characterization and 
Site Remediation (WMR)  

Don’t let the structure deter you from participating. All you have to do is find a topic or technical area 
that interests you. Then check out the Mission Statements for  one or more of the 25 TCCs at: 
www.awma.org/files/Tech%20Council/TC%20Mission%20Statements-4-02-19.pdf. We invite all 
members of the Association to join one or more TCCs to volunteer and share your expertise with others 
and help participate and organize one or more of the various technical activities of the Association – the 
Annual Conference and Exhibition (ACE), various Specialty Conferences or Workshops. In addition, 
each Division of TC works on ideas for webinars presented by the Association and welcomes your input. 
If you need more information or have questions, feel free to contact the current TC Chair, Harish Rao 
(harishgrao@gmail.com) or Vice Chair, Flint Webb (c.flint.webb@leidos.com) who can help you find the 
right TCC that fits your interests. We look forward to hearing from you. 

https://www.awma.org/files/Tech%20Council/TC%20Mission%20Statements-4-02-19.pdf
mailto:harishgrao@gmail.com
mailto:c.flint.webb@leidos.com
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2019 Membership Performance Recognition Program 

The Membership Performance Recognition Program recognizes the top 
sections and chapters with high membership growth rates.  Winning sections 
and chapters qualify by having a membership growth rate percentage among 
the top 20% of all A&WMA sections and chapters, respectively, and must 
complete a questionnaire when notified. 

The Top Section and Top Chapter, as evaluated by their completed questionnaires, are recipients of a 
free A&WMA webinar registration as well as a letter from A&WMA President Kim Marcus, 
recognition in A&WMA publications such as this article and at upcoming and recent A&WMA 
meetings, including the virtual Sections and Chapters Meeting on June 25, 2020. The winning 
organizations also get to use the Blue Ribbon Logo above in their 2020                             
communications. 

During the current Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic, membership retention
and growth has never been more vital to our Association. A&WMA is                                       
continuing to provide our technical content virtually with a great line up of conferences and webinars 
this fall. The efforts of all sections and chapters to continue to promote membership and provide quality 
virtual events are key to maintaining our value in the industry and we thank you in advance for your 
efforts to do so. 

Please help me congratulate the following Sections and Chapters to be recognized for their 2019 
Membership Performance, membership promotion activities, and dedication to the growth of 
A&WMA: 

Chapters     Sections      
Alabama Grand Canyon 
*Central New York Ontario 
Georgia Southern 
Idaho *Upper Midwest
Indiana
Inland Northwest
Oregon

*Recipient of a Free A&WMA Webinar Registration

From a review of their completed questionnaires, the Top Ten Membership Development Techniques 

are as follows: 

1.Members Networking with Non-Members to Recruit New Members,

2.Written Membership Development Plans with Monthly Updates on Progress,

3.Virtual Brown Bags and Young Professional (YP) Events,

4.Hosting of In-Person Meetings (when allowed again) Throughout the Area rather than always at

the same location/city,

5.Significant Membership Event Discounts to Incentivize Becoming a Member,

6.Advertisement of Events on the Organization’s Website and on Social Media,

7.Holding a Regularly Scheduled Large Annual Conference or Event,

8.Offering Continuing Education Credits for Individuals Maintaining Professional Certifications,

9.Diversification of Event Topics to Draw More Attendees, and

10.Organized and Intentional Outreach to Other Parts of the Organization’s Geographic Area.

Mike Hult, A&WMA Membership Chair 

mwhult2@mmm.com 
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Oregon Chapter host “Legal Update” 

The Oregon Chapter put on the “Legal Update”, a member and non-member favorite for the 
professionals, regulators, and students. This classic and very popular program which is in its 20th year 
had about 50 participants hearing two (Oregon Chapter Board Members) attorneys taking it virtual this 
year. The event was held as a webinar and divided over two days.  

Ilene Munk with Foley & Mansfield and Jeffrey Hunter with Perkins Coie brought the past year’s legal 
and regulatory cases into context in this popular annual presentation. Topics included recent decisions 
and regulations related to CERCLA, CWA, CAA, RCRA, NEPA, and other environmental laws that are 
national cases or state or local cases that could have national implications.  

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to the West Coast Section and the Georgia Chapter or winning the 
Minasian Award and Chapter Cup Award for their outstanding performance in 
2019!  

The Minasian Cup goes to the best performing section and the Chapter Cup award 
goes to the best performing chapter.  Their performance is determined by 
reviewing the annual reports submitted by all sections and chapters. 

Upcoming S&C Events 

October 3-4, 2020 Annual Fall Sections & Chapters Council Meeting (New Orleans, LA) 

January 23, 2021 Sections & Chapters InterCouncil meeting (Orlando, FL) 

April 9-11, 2021 Annual Leadership Training Academy (Pittsburgh, PA) 

An Update on Association Events 

Given the ongoing health and safety concerns with respect to COVID-19, after a thorough review of the 
situation, A&WMA has updated our fall schedule to provide the same great technical content in the safest 
way possible.   

The NSR Workshop, originally scheduled for September 1-2 in Atlanta will be held as a Webinar Series on 
September 1, 8, 10, 14 and 18. 

The entire program for The Science of PFAS: Chemistry, Health, and Multimedia Measurements 
Conference will be moved to a virtual format with all sessions running live on September 15 – 17, 2020. 

The Advancements in Vapor Intrusion and Air Quality Contaminants Conference, scheduled for September 
21-23, 2020 will be postponed until September 21 – 23, 2021 at the Sheraton Grand Chicago.

The Atmospheric Optics: Aerosols, Visibility and the Radiative Balance Conference scheduled for October 
20-23, 2020 will be postponed to October 5-8, 2021 at Ruby’s Inn in Bryce Canyon, UT.

The MEGA Symposium: Navigating the Emerging Energy Environment will be moved to a virtual format 
on November 17-18, 2020 and an in-person conference in 2021. 

The Air Quality Measurement Methods and Technology Conference, scheduled for December 1-3 will be 
moved to May 11-13, 2021 at the Westin San Diego.  Abstracts are due September 7.  

http://www.awma.org/nsrworkshop
http://www.awma.org/pfas
http://www.awma.org/vapor
http://www.awma.org/visibility
http://www.awma.org/mega
http://www.awma.org/measurements
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Technical Council Can Help Develop Local Chapter Events &  
Help Grow the Association 

 

I would like to talk about the Technical Council efforts to revise the membership technical interest are-
as.  The technical interest areas that all of us mark in our A&WMA profiles when we join or update our 
membership are outdated.  They do not reflect the current status of the Technical Council, and do not 
reflect the technical interests of our members or potential members.  For one thing, the interest areas do 
not reflect the diverse industries our members support and as a result, industry is less likely to partici-
pate at our conferences.  The initial goal was to align the technical interest areas with the structure of 
the Technical Council and help identify industry experts.  However with this data we can also help local 
chapters and sections identify what topics would be of interest to your members and identify local ex-
perts to discuss them.   
 

Successful chapters lead to successful conferences and help grow the Association.  Now that more of us 
are holding virtual meetings, there is no reason the local chapter can’t have the best experts in the world 
for the local events!  Let us help you find these experts.  There were two recent examples of interface 
between the Technical Council and local chapters.  
 

The first case:  In the middle of July, Ottawa Valley Chapter contacted me looking for a speaker to dis-
cuss the satellite data showing the effects of the shutdowns due to COVID-19.  I was able to put them in 
touch with the program manager for the NASA Applied Remote Sensing Training (ARSET), Dr. Ana 
Prados, who has developed over 120 on-line and hands-on courses on how to access and use the NASA 
earth-monitoring satellite data.   
 

The second case: A couple of weeks later I was contacted by the Research Triangle Park Chapter about 
a speaker to talk about how waste management programs have been affected by the pandemic.  I put 
them in touch with Dr. Ning Ai, the chair of the Sustainability and Resource Conservation (SR) Divi-
sion of the Technical Council who had just recommended the topic to be included in the 2021 Annual 
Conference and Exhibition Call for Abstracts.  Dr. Ai was able to provide contact information for Dr. 
Bryan Staley from the Environmental Research & Education Foundation who had recently completed a 
national survey on waste management practices during COVID-19 shutdowns that happen to be in 
North Carolina. 
 

These are just two recent examples.  Contact us and let us help you serve your members and build 
membership. 
 

C. Flint Webb, PE, F.A&WMA,   Helen Ginzburg, Technical  
Technical Council Vice-Chair,    Council/Sections and Chapters Council Liaison,  
C.Flint.Webb@Leidos.com    hginzburg@vhb.com  

S&C Council Fall 2020 Meeting 
  

 

S&C Council leadership has been planning for a hybrid 
meeting (in person and virtual/call in) or virtual/ call in only 
for the Fall Sections and Chapters Council Meeting 
scheduled for October 3 & 4 in New Orleans.  From 
communications with A&WMA HQ, they are leaning very 
strongly toward us going virtual only.  We will decide that 
for sure later this month.  If we do go virtual only, we will 
move the meeting from weekend to weekday – the Friday 
before of October 2nd.  Please save the date.  For a virtual 
meeting, we will likely have a similar timing format of 11 
am to 3 pm and agenda as we did on the June 25th S&CC 
meeting.   

mailto:C.Flint.Webb@Leidos.com
mailto:hginzburg@vhb.com
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 

Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov 
West Coast Section 
  

 

Sections & Chapters Council 2020 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editor, Jennifer Tullier 
(JTullier@spiritenv.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or Chapter.  Share your insight and success 
stories.  Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

2020 S&C Intercouncil Meeting 
San Francisco, California 

(until we meet again...) 

mailto:GLJohnson@Liskow.com
mailto:james.walker@cmsenergy.com
mailto:Jtullier@spiritenv.com?subject=SC&C%20Council:%20Conduit
mailto:mhult2@mmm.com
mailto:tony.vandervooren@amec.com
mailto:Jtullier@spiritenv.com?subject=SC&C%20Council:%20Conduit
mailto:bpalermo@rtpenv.com
mailto:mbalagopalan@aqmd.gov
mailto:Jtullier@spiritenv.com?subject=SC&C%20Council:%20Conduit



