
 

 

As I write this, we are in the last month of 
2020 – the holiday season.  Many of us are 
more focused on New Year’s Day and that it 
will be time to say goodbye to the year of the 
pandemic – who is unhappy about that?  It 
certainly has been a tumultuous year. 
 
And 2021 promises to start the way 2020 ends 
– but there is hope for our world healing with 
the miracle of modern medicine and vaccines 
going to mass scale production and 
distribution.  The big question right now 
appears to be one of timing.  In the US alone, 
there are 331 million people – even with mass production of a vaccine, 
it will be challenging for everyone to get vaccinated.  The question 
moving into 2021 is when will we get vaccinated and how effective will 
it be.  The initial focus will be on health care workers and then likely 
people disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.  When will we see 
our society return to pre-COVID-19 ways?  What we do at A&WMA 
will follow that trend. 
 
As COVID-19 has had such a major impact on our world, it naturally 
impacts how we plan A&WMA activities for 2021. In December 2020, 
the expectation is that we will remain in a mode of social distancing and 
virtual meetings for at least the first few months of the year.  
Unfortunately, that will mean the cancellation for the second year in a 
row of the Leadership Training Academy (LTA) in April.  That is one 

of the most impactful activities of the Section & Chapters Council and it is disheartening to cancel it two 
years running.  However, as I mentioned in a prior Conduit message, the very reasons that make this 
event effective would not translate well to a virtual format.  However, we may find elements of the LTA 
to provide in a virtual format.  To some degree that is part of Periodic On-line Sharing Session (POSS) 
scheduled for January 13, 2021.  Please go to the A&WMA website to sign up for this activity under 
Upcoming Events.  Much of the content in this POSS is typically presented at the LTA meeting.  We will 
continue to explore other opportunities to do more of the same.  We have adjusted as best we could for 
our A&WMA Section and Chapter Council activities, and we continue to attempt to improve where it is 
possible.   
 
Looking back, we had a very successful Fall Sections and Chapter Council (S&CC) virtual meeting 
overall.  The virtual format brings both challenges and benefits relative to an in-person meeting.  One of 
the challenges in the virtual meeting for S&CC is providing introductions to those on the call and 
identifying which person represents which section and chapter.  That is important as each section and 
chapter only get one vote on matters brought to a vote.  Although important, from a practical matter, we 
rarely have close votes on matters as most of the motions where voting occurs is along the lines of 
approving minutes.  One of the positive outcomes of virtual S&CC meetings going virtual – for both the 
Fall and Summer S&CC meetings, we had very high attendance and excellent participation.  Without the 
obstacle of travel, more of our members are able to attend and participate.  We are excited that we are 
expanding our influence and more members are participating.  We would love to have every section and 
chapter represented at our S&CC meetings.   
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Chair Message (continued from page 1) 

The primary purpose of the S&CC meetings is sharing best practices and most every section and chapter can 
benefit from the discussion or help other sections and chapters with their experiences. 
 
I know that locally there are challenges due to the pandemic, but I also hope that your section and chapter 
are experiencing some benefit from going virtual like increased attendance with potential expanded reach.  
One of the challenges at the local level has always been that most activities are centered around a specific 
metro area when the actual geographic area of a section and chapter is much larger.  For example, when I 
lived in Indiana, the activities that the Indiana Chapter planned primarily revolved around Indianapolis.  
This made it very challenging for those that lived and worked in Fort Wayne as I did (Indiana’s second 
largest city) to participate in those meetings.  These virtual meetings are an opportunity to break through 
some of those prior barriers.  Once people get involved, they may stay involved if the programming remains 
compelling.  Conversely, this also begs the question of what practices that we have developed and adopted 
during the pandemic that our membership would like to see us continue? 
 
Another opportunity related to virtual meetings is greater interaction between your section and chapter and 
A&WMA International.  Sometimes it is helpful to know what is on the calendar at the international level 
before local events are scheduled.  Or perhaps your membership may be interested in some upcoming 
A&WMA International events.  If your section or chapter Board meetings have gone virtual, consider 
reaching out to me for an update on the Sections and Chapter Council.  If it fits my schedule, it is not 
difficult to provide a 10 to 15 minute update on S&CC activities, such as the Annual Report, awards, and 
POSSes and future S&CC meetings.  I can also include an update on the status of activities at the A&WMA 
International.  For A&WMA International updates, instead of me, you may also consider the incoming 2021 
A&WMA President Brian Bunger or the A&WMA Executive Director, Stephanie Glyptis.  Feel free to reach 
out to me if your chapter or section has an interest in pursuing this broader content and perspective – my email is 
on the last page of the Conduit.  
 
I encourage you to make time for this upcoming January 22nd Sections and Chapters Council meeting – 
especially if you feel your section and chapter is experiencing some challenges.  I’m sure you will find some 
potential solutions and you may be able to help others as well.  Also, always feel free to drop me a line if 
you think I can help find a needed resource.   
 
Here's to safer and more joyful 2021 my friends!  “Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things.” – Andy 
Dufresne in one of my favorite movies, Shawshank Redemption. 
 

      Jim Walker 
      Chair, Sections & Chapters Council 

Greetings from Your Incoming Association 
President 

 

I am looking forward to taking the reins from President Kim Marcus at the 
turn of the year.  I am, of course, disappointed that we will not be able to be 
together in person for the January Intercouncil Meetings.  As I am sure you all 
know, we have much work to do in the coming year, and we continue to face 
substantial challenges due to the global pandemic.  In some ways, though, due 
to our present circumstances we also have great opportunities.  One of those 
opportunities that I would like to work with you to exploit, is the ability of the 
Association leadership to be “with” you (virtually, anyway) at your local 
Section and Chapter meetings.  I have asked Section and Chapter Council 

Chair Jim Walker to work with me to find a few minutes on the agenda of your local meetings for some of 
the Association leadership to drop in and share what we are up to and have a brief conversation with each of 
your organizations.  I think this will be a great chance to share ideas and I hope you agree.  Until we get a 
chance to “see” each other, please take care, stay well and enjoy the holiday season!  
 

Brian Bunger 
2021 A&WMA President 
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Upcoming Periodic Online Sharing Session (POSS) 

  

Virtual Event Best Practices Webinar  
January 13, 2021 • 12:00 pm –1:00 pm ET  

 

For more information visit the Association’s Event Calendar. 
 

What to expect from this POSS: 

• Membership development and activities in a virtual world 

• Success stories from fellow Sections & Chapters 

• Tips on hosting virtual meetings 

• Pricing for virtual meetings 
 

This is a free webinar but we ask that you register online.  

An Update on Association Events 
Given the ongoing health and safety concerns with respect to COVID-19, after a thorough review of the 
situation, A&WMA will continue to deliver great technical content in the safest way possible, through a 
virtual format.   
 

For a complete list of current events visit the Association’s Event Calendar. 
 

January 27-28, 2021: 38th International Conference on Thermal Treatment 
Technologies and Hazardous Waste Combustors (IT3/HWC) 

    #HowItStartedvsHowItsGoing 
  

Did you see the social media trend a few months back on #HowItStartedvsHowItsGoing? Well in 2020, 
there’s no reason for S&C Council to miss out on the virtual happenings... 

Upcoming S&C Events 
   

 January 22, 2021 Sections & Chapters InterCouncil meeting (virtual) 

  11:00 am – 3:00 pm ET  

We regret that we will not be able to hold Leadership Training in person in 2021. 
But, we miss all of you and want to be sure information continues to reach you. 
S&C Council and LTA leadership is planning to offer virtual sessions to continue 
sharing valuable information with all Sections and Chapters in 2021. Stay tuned!  

Send us details on your section or chapter events so we can list them on the 
new Local Events page. Email pparise@awma.org with your details and link.  

https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://www.awma.org/ev_calendar_day.asp?date=1/27/2021&eventid=147
http://www.awma.org/localevents
www.awma.org/it3
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Get Involved with ACE 2021—June 14-17, 2021 
 

With 2020 coming to an end, we can reflect on how this year has upended so many of our lives and 
routines that we never gave a second thought to in years past. Sadly, the pandemic has had devastating 
health and economic consequences for so many people. The heroic efforts of health care workers, 
treatment improvements in caring for COVID-19 patients, public health measures and, more recently, 
the availability of approved and soon-to-be approved vaccines gives us hope that 2021 will indeed be 
brighter and less restrictive. A&WMA has weathered this virus storm and met the challenge with 
appropriate changes and flexibility to adjust to the new norm and continues to provide programming 
and services to its membership. For the first time in its history, the 2020 Annual Conference and 
Exhibition (ACE 2020), initially scheduled to be held in San Francisco, was held instead as a Virtual 
ACE 2020. The Technical Council worked with the Association to put together a successful technical 
program with excellent speakers on a range of environmental topics organized under numerous virtual 
sessions, some of which were live during the 3-days of Virtual ACE 2020. 
 
In preparation for next year’s ACE 2021 (June 14-17, Hyatt Regency, Orlando Florida), the Technical 
Council and the Local Host Committee (LHC) have started the technical program planning in earnest 
and hoping the event can be held as an in-person conference. However, if the COVID-19 situation 
prevents an in-person conference in Summer 2021, or travel is restricted for participants, the 
Association will be ready and prepared to hold the event virtually. We are accepting abstracts for ACE 
2021 through December 20, 2020. We invite the members of the various Sections and Chapters or your 
colleagues to take a look at the Call for Abstracts on A&WMA’s website listing a range of 
environmental topics or go directly to the online submission site to enter your abstract to present a 
paper, technical poster, student poster, or organize a panel session at ACE 2021, the premier 
environmental conference for air and waste issues. Your submission can be on the theme for ACE 2021 
- Environmental Resiliency for Tomorrow – or in one or more of the 130 other environmental subtopics 
identified. This is your chance to present new work or research, interact with colleagues from around 
the world. Your involvement and participation are key to a successful conference. The Technical 
Council program planning team solicits your ideas for unique panel sessions and potential speakers, 
including industry case studies for ACE 2021 or a future technical program (Specialty Conference or 
Webinar).  
 
If you have questions on participating in ACE 2021 or want to know more about joining a Technical 
Coordinating Committee (TCC) to volunteer for ACE, Specialty Conferences or Webinars, please 
contact: 

Harish Rao, 2019-2020 Technical Council Chair (harishgrao@gmail.com) 
Flint Webb, ACE 2021 Technical Program Chair (C.Flint.Webb@leidos.com) 
Byron Burrows, ACE 2021 Technical Program Vice Chair (BTBurrows@tecoenergy.com) 

For Our YP Members... 
From the Young Professional Advisory Council (YPAC) 

 
Have a question about young professional life? YPAC has answers! Ask 
here! Questions are anonymous and will be answered by our Vitality 
Committee volunteers and posted on the A&WMA YP LinkedIn page. 
Also visit the ACE 2021 YP page to see the events being planned and find 
details on the YP Best Paper Award!  
 
Did you know YPAC has a newsletter that focuses on YP members and 
their needs? To see the latest YP Connection Newsletter (November 2020) 
visit the YPAC page at www.awma.org/ypac or click here.  
 

https://www.abstractscorecard.com/cfp/submit/login.asp?EventKey=CULVMXON
https://www.awma.org/files/Tech%20Council/TC%20Mission%20Statements-4-02-19.pdf
mailto:harishgrao@gmail.com
mailto:C.Flint.Webb@leidos.com
mailto:BTBurrows@tecoenergy.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1CWff8bJHrFjhZsSrfh3NZ3G8ZNEgxODs6Nop1aewyeE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1CWff8bJHrFjhZsSrfh3NZ3G8ZNEgxODs6Nop1aewyeE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1845134/
https://www.awma.org/ace2021yp
https://www.awma.org/ypac
https://www.awma.org/Files/YPAC/3Q4Q2020_YPAC_Newsletter.pdf
https://www.awma.org/ace2021authors
https://www.awma.org/techcouncil
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Past Chair 
Greg Johnson 

Liskow & Lewis 

701 Poydras Street, Suite 5000 
New Orleans, LA  70139-5099 
Phone: 504.556.4115 
GLJohnson@Liskow.com 
Louisiana Section 

Chair  
James Walker 
CMS Energy 
1945 W Parnall Road 
Jackson, MI 49201 
Phone: 517-788-0428 
james.walker@cmsenergy.com  

Vice Chair  
 Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Membership Committee Chair 
Michael Hult 
3M Company 
3M Center, 224-5W-03 
Saint Paul, MN 55144 
Phone: 651.737.3597 
mhult2@mmm.com 
 

Leadership Academy & 
Training Committee Chair 
Tony van der Vooren, Vooren Air Quality 
Management Services, Inc. 
17 Christman Court 
Markham, ON L3P 3C7  Canada 
Phone: 289.242.5086 
tony.vandervooren@vaqms.com 
Ontario Section 

Communications Committee Chair 
Jennifer Tullier 
Spirit Environmental, LLC 
15655 Airline Hwy, Box 529 
Prairieville, LA 70769 
Phone: 225.892.1083  
JTullier@spiritenv.com 
Louisiana Section 

Finance/Governance Committee Chair   
Bill Palermo 
RTP Environmental Associates, Inc. 
285 West Esplanade Avenue,  
Suite 401 , Kenner, LA  70065 
Phone: 504-472-9993 x105, 
Fax: 504-472-9963 
bpalermo@rtpenv.com  
Louisiana Section 

Awards Committee Chair 
Mohan Balagopalan 
21865 E. Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Phone: 909-396-2704 Fax: 909-396-2999 
mohanb@verizon.net  
West Coast Section 
  

Communications Committee Vice-Chair 
Stephanie Phillips 
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
530 Howell Road, Suite 203 
Greenville, SC 29615 
Phone: 864.626.3140  
SPhillips@cecinc.com 
South Atlantic States Section 

Sections & Chapters Council 2020 Contacts  

 

The Conduit is published by the A&WMA Sections & Chapters Council, Conduit Editors, Jennifer Tullier 
(JTullier@spiritenv.com) or Stephanie Phillips (SPhillips@cecinc.com). Articles are welcome from any Section or 
Chapter.  Share your insight and success stories.  Please pass this issue on to your Officers & Directors.   

2020 S&C Intercouncil Meeting 
San Francisco, California 

(until we meet again...) 
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